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FOR  THE  EVANGELIST. 

THE  COMMISSION  OF  SIN  ATTENDED  BY  VERY  AGGRAVATING  CIRCUM¬ 
STANCES. 

It  is  of  great  importance  that  persons  receive  and  retain  a  deep 
sense  of  sin.  Without  this,  repentance  can  beat  best  but  slight  ;  faith 
will  be  weak  ;  and  every  grace  must  wither,  if  not  die.  The  means  of 
impressing  a  sense  of  sin,  upon  the  conscience,  are  various.  This  may 
be  done  by  reflecting  either  upon  the  dreadful  nature  of  sin  ;  or  upon 
the  number  of  our  transgressions ;  or  upon  the  aggravating  circum- 
stances  under  which  they  have  been  committed.  This  last  is  that 
A  view  of  the  subject  which  it  is  intended  to  take  and  to  exhibit  in  the 
ensuing  discussion.  The  circumstances  under  which  we  have  trans¬ 
gressed  the  law  of  God  may  be  classed  under  the  three  following 
heads,  viz.  those  of  timcy  and  place^  and  manner. 

1.  Let  us  consider  the  time  of  our  committing  sin. — The  little  time 
with  the  condemned  criminal,  which  elapses  between  the  passing  of 
his  sentence,  and  the  hour  of  execution,  must  be  considered  a  very 
solemn  time.  It  is  one  in  which  it  might  be  supposed  his  thoughts 
would  be  occupied  with  the  most  solemn,  humbling,  awful  subjects. 
And  were  he  to  waste  this  little  space  in  renewing  and  repeating  his 
ofiences — those  very  offences  for  which  he  had  been  justly  condemn¬ 
ed  to  di^,  he  certainly  would  be  considered  a  most  hardened  rebel, 
and  his  crimes  would  be  attended  with  peculiar  aggravations.  Now  is 
not  this  precisely  th^  situation  of  sinners'^  in  this  world  ?  They  have 
been  condemned  to  die.  They  are  under  sentence  of  eternal  death. 
The  little  time  they  live  here  is  the  space  that  elapses  between  the 
passing  of  their  sentence,  and  the  hour  of  its  execution.  Yet  tbb  lit¬ 
tle  time,  so  solemn  and  awful,  they  spend  in  sin.  They  spend  it  in 
renewing  and  repeating  those  very  offences,  for  which  they  ^ve  been 
condemned  to  death,  is  not  this  a  truly  aggravating  circumstance,  and 
one  suited  to  imprest  upon  sinners  a  sense  of  their  stupidity  and  guilt  ? 

But  this  is  not  the  only  aggravatingoirifuinstance  connected  with  the 
time  of  our  committing  sin.  We  repeat  our  transgressions  at  the  very 
time  when  pardon  is  held  out  to  us.  When  our  justly  displeased  Sove¬ 
reign,  in  the  plenitude  of  bis  compassion,  is  offering  us  a  free  and  full 
pardon  for  the  past,  we,  instead  of  accepting  it,  persist  in  the  comcnis- 
sion  of  those  very  crimes  for  which  we  stand  m  need  of  pardon.-^fn 
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not  this  too  an  aggravating  circumstance — one  directly  calculated  to 
pour  contempt  on  our  Maker’s  goodness,  and  to  provoke  his  wrath  ? 

2.  Let  us  next  consider  some  of  the  aggravating  circumstances  con¬ 
nected  with  the  pZacc  where  sin  is  committed.  And, 

Firstly,  vve  sin  under  the  very  very  eye  of  our  Lawgiver  and  Judge. 
Bold  indeed  must  that  transgressor  be,  who  should  dare  to  repeat  his 
offences,  under  the  eye  of  that  Sovereign,  who  had  strictly  forbidden 
them,  and  who  was  competent  to  condemn  and  punish  him  for  them. 
Yet  this  is  precisely  the  case  with  sinners.  Their  Maker  has  enjoin¬ 
ed  on  them  certain  things,  and  forbidden  others,  and  that  too  under  the 
severest  penalties,  which  he  is  perfectly  competent  at  any  moment  to 
inflict ;  but  still,  while  he  is  looking  on,  and  has  all  his  enemies  most 
directly  under  his  flaming  eye,  they  dare  wantonly  to  neglect  what  he 
has  enjoined,  and  to  perpetrate  what  he  has  forbidden.  Now  what  ef¬ 
frontery  is  this  ?  And  why  is  not  his  indignation  roused,  and  his  arm 
raised,  to  punish  and  destroy  them  ? 

But  farther ;  we  sin  not  only  under  the  eye  of  our  Lawgiver  and 
Judge,  but  while  we  lie  completely  in  his  hands,  and  at  his  mercy. — 
The  vast  eijipire  of  Omnipotence  is  virtually  a  prison  house  to  the  sin¬ 
ner.  It  is  a  prison  house  from  which  he  cannot  possibly  escape.  If 
he  ascend  up  to  heaven,  God  is  there.  If  he  descend  to  hell,  God  is 
there.  Go  where  he  will,  the  hand  of  that  dreadful  Being,  whom  he 
has  offended,  and  by  whom  he  is  condemned,  is  upon  him.  Is  here 
then  a  place  to  offend  this  Being  more  and  more  ?  Instead  of  endeav¬ 
oring  to  conciliaie^his  favor,  and  appease  his  wrath,  is  here  a  place 
to  pursue  those  practices,  which  can  only  tend  to  kindle  and  provoke 
his  indignation  ? — Yet  this  is  the  manner  in  which  sinners  actually 
conduct.  Placed  full  under  his  eye,  and  most  completely  in  his  hand, 
in  a  situation  where  they  can  neither  hide  nor  escape — here  it  is  that 
they  presume  to  transgress  his  laws,  and  set  him  at  defiance. 

Again,  we  sin  in  fair  sight  of  the  present  dreadful  ^ecis  of  sin,  and 
in  certain  prospect  of  its  ^future  and  everlasting  punishment. — The  ef¬ 
fects  of  sin  in  this  world  are  dreadful  indeed.  Our  earth  is  deluged 
with  the  miseries  it  has  occasioned,  and  whitened  with  the  bones  of 
those  it  has  slain.  Yet  in  fair  and  full  sight  of  all  this,  sin  is  loved — 
sin  is  practised.  In  fair  and  full  sight  of  the  “  ten  thousand  times  ten 
thousands  which  sin  has  destroyed,  the  poisonous,  fatal  draught  is  still 
sought  for  and  drunk. — But  the  present  effects  of  sin  are  small,  com¬ 
pared  with  the  future  sorrows  and  miseries  which  it  entails.  These, 
to  be  sure,  are  not  yet  objects  of  sense,  but  they  arc  plainly  revealed 
to  us  in  the  word  of  God.  To  deter  us  from  sin,  he  has  kindly  warn¬ 
ed  us  what  its  bitter  fruit  must  be  hereafter.  He  has  told  us  of  a  world 
of  unmingled  and  eternal  torment,  into  which  all  the  wicked  shall  be 
plunged  at  death,  and  which  they  must  make  their  dreary  and  ever¬ 
lasting  abode.  Yet  with  many,  these  warnings  have  no  effect,  unless 
it  be  to  harden  them.  Sin  is  still  loved,  and  still  pursued.  God’s  ho¬ 
ly  law  is  wantonly  broken,  ly  those  who  not  only  are  placed  under 
his  eye,  and  at  his  mercy,  but^Jho  are  sensible  witnesses  of  the  dread¬ 
ful  effects  of  sin  here,  and  have  a  certain  prospect  of  its  everlasting 
miseries  beyond  the  grave. 

There  is  still  another  highly  aggravating  circumstance  of  place,  at¬ 
tending  the  commission  of  sin  on  earth.  This  world  is  a  place  where 
God  has  made  the  most  tremendous  exhibition  of  his  holy  hatred  of 


On  the  Commission  of  Sin.  83% 

sittj  and  the  most  affecting  display  of  his  compassion  for  sinners.  The 
awful  exhibition  which  will  be  made  of  God’s  indignation  against  sin,  in, 
the  everlasting  miseries  of  the  future  world,  will  not  exceed,  and  proba¬ 
bly  will  not  equal,  the  manifestations  which  have  been  givendn  regard 
to  the  same  subject  on  earth — I  mean  in  the  death  and  steering s  of 
his  Son.  He  hated  sin  with  such  an  intense  and  awful  hatred,  that 
when  his  infinitely  loved  Son  took  the  place  of  sinners,  he  would  not 
spare  him  ;  the  cup  of  sorrow  and  of  death  he  would  not  take  from 
him  ;  his  sword  awaked  against  his  fellow,  and  the  Lamb  of  God  was 
slain.  The  cross  of  Christ,  which  was  once  erected  on  earth,  stands 
therefore,  as  an  eternal  monument  of  the  Divine  wrath  and  vengeance 
against  sin.  Yet,  it  is  in  full  view  of  this  cross,  that  sin  is  perpetra¬ 
ted.  It  is  where  the  cross  of  Christ  is  statedly  preached,  and  most 
plainly  exhibited,  that  sin  is  practised  with  the  boldest  hand.  But 
the  cross  of  Christ  displays  not  only  God’s  holy  hatred  of  sin,  but  his 
compassion  for  sinners.  He  felt  so  tenderly  for  poor,  miserable,  con¬ 
demned  creatures,  that  he  sent  his  Son  to  bear  the  burthen  of  their 
guilt,  and  open  a  way  for  their  salvation.  Yet  in  full  view  of  this 
suffering  Son,  sinners  for  whom  he  died,  remain  hard  and  unaffected. 

They  can  slight  the  dear  bought  overtures  of  his  mercy,  and  crucify 
him  afresh,  by  persisting  in  their  sins.  In  view  of  all  the  circumstan¬ 
ces  mentioned,  does  not  this  world  appear  to  be  a  dreadful  place,  in 
which  to  sin  against  a  holy  God  ?  Yet  here  it  is  that  sin  emphat¬ 
ically  reigns. 

3.  I  shall  lastly  consider  some  of  the  aggravating  circumstances  con¬ 
nected  with  the  manner  of  our  committing  sin. 

And  it  is  obvious,  in  this  view,  that  we  have  sinned  iigainst  great 
light.  We  are  not  heathens.  We  have  not  been  left,  like  millions, 
and  millions  of  our  fellow  creatures,  to  grope  for  the  path  of  duty, 
and  the  way  of  life,  by  the  feeble,  glimmerings  of  the  light  of  nature.. 
The  beams  of  Divine  truth  shine  all  around  us.  Our  Maker’s  will,  and 
the  motives  to  a  performance  of  it,  have  both  been  clearly  revealed. 
We  have  sinned,  therefore,  with  our  eyes  open.  We  have  sinned  with 
a  full  knowledge  of  what  is  required  of  us,  and  of  the  dreadful  conse¬ 
quences  of  neglecting  or  forsaking  it.  Our  sins  have  also  been  com¬ 
mitted  against  great  forbearance  and  love.  A  distinguished  writer  hath 
said,  “  Give  me  any  other  enemy,  but  Oh,  deliver  me  from  abused, 
goodness. It  will  be  the  condemnation  of  sinners  hereafter  ;  not 
that  they,  have  broken  laws  which  they  could  not  obey,  or  opposed  a 
Being  whom  they  had  no  reason  to  serve,  or  rebelled  against  a  cruel, 
unfeeling  tyrant  ; — ^but  that  they  have  most  wickedly  offended  one, 
whose  very  nature  is  goodness,  and  whose  heart  is  love.  How  great 
has  been  the  goodness  of  this  Being  to  wards  us?  How  long  his  for¬ 
bearance  ?  How  distinguished  his  mercy  ?  How  aggravated  and  in¬ 
excusable,  therefore,  must  be  our  sins  against  him  ? 

It  is  a  still  farther  aggravation  of  our  sins,  that  they  have  been  so . 
often  repeated.  It  is  a  maxim  with  human  governments,  that  the  sec¬ 
ond  offence  should  be  considered  more  heinous  than  the  first ;  the 
third  more  heinous  than  the  second.;  and  so  on,  till  the  offender  has 
passed  all  the  limits  of  forbearance  and  mercy.  1  see  not  but  this  is 
an  equitable  mode  of  considering  the  subject  ;  and  no  doubt  the  Sove- 
];eign  of  the  universe  regards  offences  committed  against  him,  in  tho. 


•  - 


t  j 


94  On  the  Commission  of  Sin, 

same  way.  But  if  so,  what  must  he  think  of  us  ?  And  what  arc  we  to 
think  of  ourselves  ?  H6w  often  have  our  offences  been  repeated  ? 
How  long  have  we  persisted  in  the  same  sins  ?  In  view  of  all  these 
things,  what,  but  the  infinite  forbearance  and  mercy  of  a  God,  could 
have  borne  with  us  to  the  present  time  ?  Sinning,  as  we  have  'done, 
so  frequently,*  and  against  such  great  light,  and  such  endearing  love — 
sinning  at  a  time,  when  of  all  others,  it  might  have  been  least  expect¬ 
ed — sinning  in  full  view  of  that  cross  which  had  been  erected  to  dis¬ 
play  both  the  vengeance  and  compassion  of  a  God — in  full  view  of  the 
bitter  effects  of  sin  on  earth,  and  in  certain  prospect  of  its  everlasting 
punishment  beyond  the  grave — sinning  under  the  immediate  eye,  and 
in  the  dreadful  hands,  of  our  Lawgiver  and  Judge — sinning  under  all 
these  aggravating  circumstances  ; — why,  it  may  be  asked,  has  his 
bounty  continued  to  bless,  or  his  mercy  to  endure  ?  Why  has  his  ven¬ 
geance  slumbered,  and  his  fearful  wrath  delayed?  Yea^  why  have 
we  not  long  ago  been  cut  off,  and  cast  off,  to  the  world  of  darkness  and  . 
despair  ? 

The  w  hole  subject  is  fitted  to  impress  upon  us,  a  deep  sense  of  sin  ; 
and  this  is  the  impression  which  1  could  wish  to  make.  Feeling  the 
burthen  of  our  sins,  we  shall  feel  our  need  of  an  Almighty  Saviour,  and 
shall  be  led  to  apply  to  him  for  help.  And  feeling  the  burthen  of  our 
sins,  we  shall  feel  our  indebtedness  to  sovereign  grace,  and  shall  be 
disposed  to  ascribe  to  it  all  the  glory  of  our  salvation.  With  a  deep 
and  ^biding  sense  of  sin,  Christians  will  be  humble,  and  watchiul,  and 
every  other  grace  will  flourish  in  their  souls.  And  in  regard  to  those 
who  are  not  Christians,  a  deep  sense  of  sin  is  absolutely  essential,  to 
break  up  their  fallow  grounds,  strip  away  their  false  dependencies, 
and  bring  them  to  a  cordial  reception  of  the  gospel. 

Insensibility  in  respect  to  our  real  characters,  as  guilty,  condemned 
creatures  in  the  sight  of  God,  is,  of  all  delusions,  perhaps  the  most 
dangerous.  A  person  thus  insensible  will  never  repent ;  for  he  fan¬ 
cies  he  has  little  or  nothing  to  repent  of.  He  will  never  consent  to 
beg  for  mercy  ;  for  he  feels  entitled  to  a  blessing,  on  the  ground  of  jus¬ 
tice.  He  will  not  be  willing  to  come  to  Christ ;  for  he  cannot  sec 
that  he  needs  him.  He  will  not  accept  of  pardon  ;  for  he  has  no  sense 
of  guilt.  He  will  not  renounce  his  own  doings  as  a  ground  of  hope  ; 
for  these  are  all  his  dependence.  We  see,  therefore,  that  retaining 
his  insensibility,  in  regard  to  the  greatness  of  his  own  sin  and  guilt,  he 
will  never  comply  with  gospel  offers,  and  thus  be  fitted  for  heaven. — 
It  is  just  as  important  then  as  the  salvation  of  our  own  souls,  that  we 
be  stripped  of  this  fatal  insensibility,  and  be  led  to  feel  and  to  cherish 
a  dCt^p  sense  of  sin.  It  is  thought  the  subject  under  consideration  is 
fitted  to  produce  this  effect.  We  may  see,  in  view  of  it,  not  only  that 
sin  is  a  vast  evil  in  itself,  and  that  the  number  of  our  sins  is  beyond  all 
calculation  great,  but  also  that  they  have  been  committed  under  ctr- 
cumstances  of  the  most  fearful  aggravation.  May  every  reader  be  led 
to  review  the  subject,  and  to  think  deeply  and  solemnly  of  all  these 
things.  And  may  the  effect  be,  to  melt  and  humble  the  children  ef 
God,  and  to  distress  and  break  the  hard  hearts  of  his  enemies.  Amen. 
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(^Concluded  from  page  46.) 

If,  then,  the  doctrine  of  divine  foreknowledge  and  decree*  admits  of 
as  much  encouragement  for  the  use  of  means,  as  you  could  have,  on 
any  other  supposition,  why  should  you  be  unwilling  to  believe  it,  pro¬ 
vided  there  is  evidence  of  its  truth — provided  the  Bible  clearly  re¬ 
veals  it  ?  If  tbe  doctrine  admit,  that  you  possess  as  much  power  and 
freedom,  as  you  would  have  possessed,  provided  there  had  been  no 
such  doctrine,  why  should  you  be  reluctant  about  allow  ing  its  truth  ? 
And  if  the  doctrine,  in  question,  is  consistent  with  the  propriety,  tlie 
necessity,  and  the  efficacy  of  means,  and  if  the  use  of  means  be  as  re¬ 
quisite  and  effectual  as  they  would  be,  on  the  truth  of  the  contrary  sup¬ 
position,  why  do  you  ever  think  or  say,  that  it  is  a  matter  of  no  conse¬ 
quence  what  you  do,  and  that  one  course  of  conduct  will  promote 
your  welfare  as  well  as  another  ?  You  certainly  contradict  your  own 
experience,  when  you  say  that  one  course  of  conduct  is  as  salutary  as 
another.  You  know  that  this  is  not  the  fact.  You  know  that  events 
do  not  occur  without,  a  cause.  You  know  that  means  are  necessary  to 
the  attainment  of  an  end  ;  and  you  consequently  know,  that  if  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  divine  foreknowledge  ’  and  decrees  is  true,  it  must  be  consist¬ 
ent  with  the  use  of  means,  and  removes  no  encouragement  to  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  them.  If  God  have  decreed  a  thing,  he  has  also  decreed 
other  things,  by  which  it  shall  be  brought  to  pass.  If  God  have  de¬ 
creed,  that  you  shall  enjoy  good  health,  he  has  also  decreed  the  prop¬ 
er  means,  by  which  you  shall  enjoy  it.  If  God  have  decreed,  that  you 
shall  have  a  competency,  or  an  abundance  of  the  good  things  of  life,  he 
has  also  decreed  the  means,  by  which  you  are  to  obtain  them.  If  God 
have  decreed,  that  you  shall  be  happy  in  tbe  world  to  come,  he  must 
have  decreed,  also,  the  proper  means  by  which  you  are  to  be  prepar¬ 
ed  for  heavenly,  happiness.  And  these  means,  to  a  certain  extent,  arc 
within  your  own  power.  They  are  within  your  own  power  to  as 
great  an  extent,  as  they  would  have  been,  provided  God  had  foreknown 
and  decreed  nothing  respecting  them.  It  is  therefore  an  instance  of 
as  great  inconsistency  and  absurdity  to  affirm,  that  your  conduct  will 
have  no  effect  upon  your  good  or  evil  condition,  if  the  doctrine  of  de¬ 
crees  is  true,  as  the  same  affirmation  would  be,  in  case  the  doctrine 
were  false.  If  God  has  foreknown  and  decreed  all  things,  and  yet  left 
you  in  the  enjoyment  of  as  much  freedom  and  power,  and  in  posses¬ 
sion  of  as  many  and  effectual  means  to  secure  your  own  welfare,  as  you 
could  have  enjoyed  and  possessed,  if  he  had  had  no  foreknowledge  or 
decrees,  then  certainly  you  are  not  injured,  in  any  measure,  by  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  them,  and  have  no  reason  to  complain  and  feel  uneasy  res¬ 
pecting  them.  Ought  you  not  to  be  as  willing  to  obtain  desirable  ends  by 
the  use  of  proper  mesms,  and  have  it  done  in  conformity  with  the  fore¬ 
knowledge  and  decrees  of  God,  as  to  do  it  without  them  ?  If  by  cultiva¬ 
ting  your  field,  in  a  superior  manner,  you  cause  it  to  yield  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  harvest,  does  it  abate  your  satisfaction  in  such  an  event,  to  con- 
sider,<that  God  decreed  how  you  should  cultivate  the  field,  and  fore¬ 
knew  what  the  harvest  would  be  ?  If,  by  industry  and  prudence,  you 
acquire  riches,  ought  you  to  feel  the  less  pleased  with  your  prosperity, 
from  the  consideration,  that  God  foreknew  and  decreea  that  you  should 
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be  industrious  and  prudent,  and  that  wealth  should  be  the  eflect  ?  Sure¬ 
ly,  if  the  divine  decrees  and  foreknowledge  do  perfectly  harmonize 
with  your  freedom  and  ability,  the  necessity  and  virtue  of  secondary 
causes,  and  the  connection  between  the  use  of  appropriate  means,  and 
the  attainment  of  their  proper  ends,  you  are  in  as  favorable  a  condi¬ 
tion  as  you  could  be  in,  on  the  contrary  hypothesis,  and  have  no  cause 
of  uneasiness  or  complaint. 

There  is  another  consideration  to  which  you  ought  to  attend.  If  it 
could  be  proved  and  fully  known,  that  God  has  neither  decrees  nor 
foreknowledge  about  future  events,  it  would  still  remain  true,  that 
there  is  what  we  call  nature.  -Things  have  their  properties — nature 
has  heir  laws.  The  properties  of  things  constitute  the  laws  of  nature, 
and  the  laws  of  nature  constitute  decrees.  One  event  brings  another 
forward,  and  no  event  can  exist  without  a  cause.  There  is  in  nature  a 
sure  and  necessary  connection  of  causes  and  effects,  of  means  and  ends, 
of  preceding  and  succeeding  events. .  The  laws  of  nature  fix  future 
events,  with  as  much  certainty  and  precision,  as  the  decrees  of  God 
could  do  it.  If  therefore,,  you  could  disprove  the  doctrine  of  divine 
foreknowledge  and  decrees,  you  would  deliver  yourselves  from  no 
difficulty  ;  things  would  continue  as  certain  and  fixed  as  before  ;  and  all 
you  would  gain  by  it  would  be,  to  substitute  fate  for  foreordination, 
and  set  cold,  blind,  unfeeling,  and  undesigning  nature  on  the  throne  of 
the  universe,  in  the  place  of  a  God  of  infinite  knowledge,  wisdom,  jus¬ 
tice,  and  love.  The  difference  between  fate,  as  the  word  is  usually  un¬ 
derstood,  and  the  decrees  of  God,  is  this  ;  fate  supposes  a  fixed  and  in¬ 
evitable  succession  of  events,  produced  without  any  design,  either  good 
or  bad  ;  but  the  foreknowledge  of  God  supposes  a  plan  of  operation 
and  infallible  purpose,  designed  in  infinite  wisdom,  to  promote  the 
highest  good  of  the  universe.  And,  now,  which  of  these  is  preferable  ?. 
One  or  the  other  must  be  true.  Neither  of  them  affects  our  liberty  as 
agents.  Which,  then,  is  most  desirable  ?  Is  it  not  infinitely  more  de¬ 
sirable,  that  the  events  of  the  universe  should  be  under  the  direction, 
of  infinite  wisdom  and  goodness,  than  that  they  should  be  subject  to 
the  control  of  thoughtless  and  unintelligent  nature  ? 

But,  perhaps^  you  feel  unwilling  to  have  all  things  fixed  and  made 
certain,  either  by  God,  or  by  nature,  but  would  rather  prefer  to  have 
all  things  uncertain.  This  is  impossible.  But  if  it  were  not,  and  the 
constitution  of  things  could  be  altered,  and  according  to  your  wishes  be 
rendered  uncertain,  you  would  gain  nothing  by  it.  If  the  established 
connection  between  preceding  and  succeeding  events  usually,  denomi¬ 
nated  means  and  ends,  or  cause  and  effect,  should  now  be  destroyed, 
you  would  be  immediately  placed  in  a  situation,  which  would  be  indeed 
new  ;  and  it  would,,  also,  be  alarming..  For  you  would  know  nothing 
what  to  do,  either  for  safety  or  enjoyment.  You  would  not  know, 
that  taking  food  would  satisfy  your  hunger,  or  preserve  your  life. 
You  would  not  know,  that  fire  would  warm  you,  or  clothes  defend  you. 
from  the  storm.  You  would  not  know,  that  ploughing  your  fields 
would  prepare  them  to  yield  a  crop,  or  that  sowing  wheat  would  be 
more  likely  to  be  followed  by  a  harvest  of  wheat  than  if  you.  sowed 
chaff  or  tares.  F or,  how  could  you  know,  that  one  event  would  be 
followed  by  another  particular  event,  if  there  were  no  established  con¬ 
nection  between  them  ?  The  way  you  now  know,  that  fire  will  warm 
you,  is  that  of  having  ascertained  by  experience,  that  there  is  an  es- 
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tablished  connection  between  the  two  events.  One  is  the  cause,  and 
the.  other  is  the  effect.  The  way  you  now  know,  that  receiving  food 
will  satisfy  and  nourish  you,  ploughing  your  land  prepare  it  for  a  crop, 
and  sowing  wheat  give  you  a  harvest  of  wheat,  is,  you  have  learned  by 
experience,  that  it  is  a  law  of  nature,  that  such  effects  shall  result  from 
such  causes.  But  if  there  were  no  laws  of  nature,  no  connection  of 
cause  and  effect,  it  would  be  impossible  for  you  to  know,  what  to  do 
for  the  promotion  of  your  safety  and  comfort.  If  you  were  hungry, 
cold,  or  sick,  one  kind  of  means  would  be  no  more  likely  to  relieve 
you  than  another.  F  or,  certainly,  if  there  were  no  connection  between 
means  and  ends,  one  kind  of  means  would  promise  a  particular  end,  as 
much  as  another  ;  for  indeed  no  means  would  promise  any  thing.  And 
in  such  a  condition  would  you  be  •  more  favorably  situated  than  you 
now  are  ?  Would  not  such  a  state  be  most  alarming  and  wretched  ? 

I  have  hitherto  spoken  of  God  and  nature  as  distinct  existencies. 
This  I  have  done,  hypothetically,  for  the  purpose  of  illustration.  In 
reality,  they  are  not  separable  from  each  other.  What  we  usually 
denominate  the  objects  and  laws  of  nature,  ■  are  truly  the  works  and 
agency  of  God.  Of  him,  and  by  him,  and  through  him  are  all  things. 

Does  any  one  still  say,  if  all  events  are  established  and  certain,  then 
whatever  I  may  he  or  do  will  have  no  effect  upon  my  condition  •;  and  it 
is  as  well  for  ipe  to  do^  one  thing  as  another  ?  Just  as  well  might  you 
conclude,  that  it  is  no  matter  where  you  are,  or  what  you  suffer.  This 
conclusion  would  be  no  more  absurd  than  the  other.  If  it  be  establish¬ 
ed,  that  industry  in  business  is  the  only  way  to  obtain  riches,  then  is  it 
no  matter  what  you  do  ?  If  it  is  established,  that  uprightness  is  the 
only  way  to  respectability,  then  is  it  no  matter  what  you  do  ?  If  it  is 
established,  that  piety  is  the  only  way  to  obtain  final  salvation,  then  is 
it  no  matter  what  you  do  ?  If  God  has  established  a  connection  be¬ 
tween  means  and  ends,  and  decreed,  that  whatsoever  a  man  soweth, 
that  shall  he  also'  reap,  does  it  hence  follow,  that  it  is  no  matter  what 
you  do  ?  Surely,  no  conclusion  can  be  moWB  absurd.  No,  it  is  the 
contrary  supposition,  which  renders  it  no  matter  what  you  do.  If 
things  are  not  established  and  rendered  certain  ;  if  there  is  no  connec¬ 
tion  between  means  and  ends  ;  if  all  things  are  left  uncertain,  then  it  is 
true,  indeed,  that  it  is  no  matter  what  you  do.  For  if  all  things  are 
uncertain,  then  you  may  do  right,  and  it  will  be  all  uncertain  whether 
you  shall  be  happy You  may  plant  and  sow,  but  it  is  all  uncertain 
whether  it  will  do  any  good.  It  is  only  on  supposition  of  universal  un¬ 
certainty  and  contingence,  that  your  conclusion  would  be  correct. 
For  if  nothing  is  fixed  and  certain,  then  it  might  be  truly  said,  that  one 
course  of  conduct  would  be  as  well  as  another. 

Do  you  say  that  you  cannot  comprehend,  how  men  can  be  free  agents 
and  justly  accountable  for  their  conduct,  if  God  have  foreknown  and 
decreed  all  events  ?  Well,  suppose  you  cannot  comprehend  it ;  what 
then  ?  Do  you  think  it  cannot  be  true,  because  you  cannot  compre¬ 
hend  it  ?  Do  you  think  your  unde'rstanding  is  able  to  comprehend  all, 
that  can  possibly  be  true  ?  Because  you  cannot  comprehend  it,  do  yon 
therefore  think,  that  teod  cannot  comprehend  it  ?  How  vain  ;  how 
presumptuous !  Is  this  the  only  thing  contained  in  the  Bible,  which 
you  cannot  comprehend  ?  The  existence  of  God  is  eternal — it  is  with¬ 
out  beginning.  Can  you  comprehend  this  ?  This  world,  with  all  its 
contents,  was  created  out  of  nothing.  Can  you  comprehend  this  ? 
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God  is  intiuitely  good  and  perfect  ;  and  yet  suffers  the  existence  of  sin 
cind  misery  among  his  creatures.  Can  you  comprehend  this  ?  Can 
you  comprehend  how  the  dead  will  be  raised  up,  and  with  what  bodies 
they  will  come  ?  Why,  then,  do  you  object  against  the  decrees  of  God, 
because  you  cannot  comprehend  their  consistency,  with  the  freedom 
and  accountability  of  man  ?  You  ought  rather  to  remember,  that  your 
faculties  are  limited,  your  understandings  are  imperfect;  and  that 
there  are  many  truths,  whose  evidence  you  are  capable  of  perceiving, 
but  whose  direct  harmony  with  each  other  may  surpass  the  sphere  of 
your  comprehension. 

Do  some  of  you  reply,  we  are  willing  that  some  things  should  be  es¬ 
tablished,  but  not  all.  We  are  willing,  that  there  should  be  establish¬ 
ed  laws  in  the  material  world  ;  but  it  is  repugnant  to  our  feelings,  that 
this  should  be  the  case  in  the  moral  world.  We  are  willing  that  winds 
should  blow,  and  water  run,  and  planets  move,  according  to  established 
laws  ;  but  we  feel  unwilling  to  have  the  operations  of  the  human  mind 
under  the  control  and  government  of  established  principles.  Here, 
again,  let  me  tell  you,  your  objection  arises  entirely  from  a  want  of 
proper  attention  to  the  subject.  For  the  moral  world  is  as  necessarily 
dependant  on  God,  as  the  natural  world.  The  human  mind  can  no 
more  think,  feel  or  will,  without  the  power  of  God,  than  the  planets 
can  move  in  the  heavens  without  God.  But,  if  it  were  possible  that 
you  should  have  feelings,  wishes,  and  thoughts,  without ’the  agency  of 
God,  and  without  any  established  order  or  law,  it  would  subject  you  to 
the  most  deplorable  and  ruinous  condition.  The  connection  of  cause 
and  effect,  means  and  ends,  in  relation  to  the  human  mind,  would  then 
be  destroyed.  Of  consequence,  you  would  never  be  able  to  improve 
your  own  mind,*or  to  exercise  any  influence  over  the  minds  of  others. 
There  would  be  no  perceptible  means  of  persuasion  or  instruction. 
The  mind  being  subject  to  no  established  laws,  it  would  be  impossible 
to  do  any  thing  to  instruct  children,  to  enlighten  the  ignorant,  or  to 
convert  the  wicked.  Tlje  mental  exercises  of  mankind  being  under 
the  control  of  no  laws  or  principles,  it  would  be  impossible  to  do  any 
thing  to  affect  them.  Our  own  exercises  would  be  equally  out  of  our 
reach.  We  could  never  choose  a  thing,  on  account  of  its  being  agree¬ 
able,  because,  on  this  supposition,  nothing  would  be  either  agreeable 
or  disagreeable.  The  circumstance  of  a  thing’s  being  agreeable  de¬ 
pends  entirely  on  an  established  law  of  nature.  It  is  agreeable,  be¬ 
cause,  in  its  nature,  it  corresponds  with  our  taste.  But,  it  we  were  de¬ 
livered  from  all  established  laws,  we  should  have  no  taste.  We  should 
remain  in  a  state  of  perfect  indifference,  either  without  action,  or  act¬ 
ing  without  choice.  We  should,  in  all  things,  be  subject  to  blind 
chance.  Is  this,  then,  that  state  of  enviable  perfection,  to  which  the 
human  mind  aspires  ?  Such  a  state,  if  it  were  possible,  and  should  be 
attained,  would  degrade  the  human  mind,  even  below  brute  beasts. 

You  will  probably  say,  if  these  things  are  so,  then  we  are  in  thv 
hands  of  God,  as  entirely  as  clay  is  in  the  hand  of  the  potter.  Yes,  and 
you  say  right.  So  says  the.Bible^  You  are  entirely  in  the  hand  of 
God,  and  completely  subject  to  his  govemmenl(^  It  is  impossible  that 
you  should  be  otherwise.  This,  however,  does  not  aftect  your  liber¬ 
ty,  or  accountability.  Your  mind  is  just  as  free  as  it  could  be,  if  there 
were  no  God.  You  cannot  imagine  a  being,  or  race  of  beings,  give 
them  what  powers,  attributes,  and  independence  you  please,  who  w  ould 
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be  more  free,  than  yourselyes.  Why,  then,  should  you  oppose  the 
doctrine  ?  God’s  ways  are  equal.  He  has  done  all  for  you  that  could 
be  desired.  ,  He  has  made  you  rational  beings.  He  has  given  you  a 
capacity  for  happiness.  Life  and  death  are  set  before  you.  The  con* 
ditions  of  life  are  easy  and  reasonable.  You  have  all  the  attributes  and 
powers;  which  are  necessary  to  comply  with  these  conditions.  If  you 
refuse  them,  sin  lieth  at  your  own  door.  If  you  are  wise,  you  shall 
be  wise  for  yourselves — if  you  scorn,  you  alone  must  bear  it.  It  is  not 
required,  that  you  should  understand  and  comprehend  all  that  God  has 
revealed — but  it  is  required,  that  you  should  believe  and  obey  it.  Let 
the  potsherds  of  the  earth  strive  with  the  potsherds  of  the  earth  ;  but 
woe  to  him,  that  striveth  with  his  maker.  Repent  of  your  sins — ^be¬ 
lieve  in  your  Saviour — obey  the  gospel,  and  all  your  difficulties,  on 
this  subject,  will  leave  you.  Let  all  disposition  to  reply  against  God 
be  taken  from  you,  and  your  difficulties  will  be  solved.  You  will  im¬ 
mediately  place  Jehovah  upon  his  own  eternal  throne,  and  rejoice 
that  the  Lord  God  Omnipotent  reigneth.  Then  will  your  views  of 
divine  truth  brighten — those  things,  which  are  now  dark  and  disagree¬ 
able,  will  become  clear  and  pleasant.  For  the  way  of  .the  just  is  as  a 
shining  light,  which  shineth  brighter  and  brighter,  unto  the  perfect 
day.  Remember,  then,  that  it  is  the  decree  of  God,  that  sinners  must 
be  humbled  before  they  are  pardoned,  and  souls  must  be  sanctified, 
before  they  are  admitted  to  heaven.  Remember  this,  {it  is  a  divine 
decree^)  God  will  not  be  mocked — whatsoever  a  man  soweth,  that  shall 
he  also  reap.  He  that  soweth  to  the  flesh  shall  of  the  flesh  reap  cor* 
ruption  ;  but  he  that  soweth  to  the  spirit  shall  of  the  spirit  reap  life 
everlasting. 


THE  PERFECT  RIGHTEOUSNESS  OF  GOD  THE  REASON  OF  HIS  INFLICTING 

ETERNAL  PUNISHMENT  ON  HIS  FOES. 

‘‘  For  true  and  righteous  are  His  judgments. “  Her  smoke  rose  up 
forever  and  ever.” — Rev*  xix.  2,  3* 

{Concluded  from  page  60.) 

REFLECTIONS. 

1.  We  may  see  how  idle  is  a  very  common  and  popular  objection 
against  the  doctrine  of  eternal  punishment.  It  is  often  pretend^,  that 
this  doctrine  represents  the  Supreme  Being  as  a  passionate,  mali* 
cious,  vengeful  tyrant.  He  becomes  enraged  with  his  defenceless 
creatures  ;  delights  in  their  misery  ;  and  seeks  to  be  revenged  on 
them  for  what  are  called  their  ofiences.”  And,  it  is  triumphantly  ask* 
ed,  Who  can  love  such  a  God  as  this  ?”  But  we  have  seen  that  the 
doctrine  of  eternal  punishment  does  not  represent  God  as  a  passionate, 
malicious,  or  vengeful  tyrant ;  for  he  does  not  punish  his  enemies  for* 
ever,  because  he  is  in  a  passion  with  them  ;  or  because  he  indulges 
malignity  towards  them  ;  or  because  he  seeks  revenge.  And  more 
than  this  ;  we  have  seen  that  these  unworthy  views  of  God  not  only 
Ho  not  grow  out  of  the  doctrine  in  question,  but  are  even  mconststent 
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with  it  :  for  were  it  mere  passion,  or  malice,  or  revenge,  which 
prompted  the  Deity  to  punish  his  enemies,  there  is  no  reason  to  sup¬ 
pose  he  would  punish  them  uninterruptedly  and  forever.  He  needs 
firmer  and  better  principles  than  these  to  carry  him  along,  unmoved 
and  unshaken,  in  an  eternal  and  unvarying  course  of  punishment.  He 
needs  to  be  supported  in  it  by  the  everlasting  principles  of  right  ;  and 
by  these  he  is  supported.  He  is  led  to  punish  his  enemies,  because, 
after  aU  that  has  passed  between  him  and  them,  it  is  most  just  and 
right  he  should  do  it ;  and  because  he  could  no  longer  be  holy  and  just, 
should  he  do  otherwise.  Being  thus  sustained  by  a  sense  of  duty,  and 
a  consciousness  of  right,  he  will  not  be  swayed  by  mere  feeling,  but 
will  go  on  with  them  in  one  unvarying  scene  of  punishment,  as  long 
as  they  exist,  which  will  be  forever. 

2.  We  learn  how  grossly  stupid,  careless  sinners  are  deceived,  who 
flatter  themselves  that  they  are  safe  in  the  hands  of  a  righteous  God.> 
That  there  are  many  such  sinners  and  self  flatterers,  continual  obser¬ 
vation  furnishes  evidence.  They  are  obviously  lovers' of  the  world 
more  than  of  God,  and  subject  t^mselves,  at  farthest,  to  no  greater 
restraints,  than  are  imposed  by  the  decencies  of  society,  and  a  regard 
for  their  own  reputation  and  interest ;  and  yet,  if  questioned  as  to 
their  spiritual,  prospects,  they  profess  to  be  quite  easy  and  happy  in 
the  hands  of  a  righteous  God,  who  they  believe  will  do  them  no  injus¬ 
tice.  Now  our  subject  is  fitted  to  teach  such  persons,  that  the  very 
consideration,  which  is  the  ground  of  their  confidence,  is  that  which 
ought  to  fill  them  with  terror  and  alarm.  God  is  a  righteous  God. 

“  True  and  righteous  are  his  judgments  and  for  this  very  reason, 
he  will  be  to  all  his  final  enemies,  an  everlasting  and  consuming  fire. 
Careless  sinners  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  ungovernable  passions 
of  their  Maker  ;  or  from  his  cruel  resentments  ;  or  from  any  of  his 
sinful,  unreasonable  feelings  :  for  he  is  not  the  subject  of  such  feelings 
at  all — indeed,  he  is  infinitely  removed  from  them.  But,  from  his  ho¬ 
liness,  justice,  and  truth — ^from  his  everlasting  and  inflexible  regard  to 
what  is  right,  they  have,  (unless  they  repent,)  every  thing  to  fear.  It 
is  this,  emphatically  this,  which  will  arm  him  in  opposition  to  them, 
and  impel  him  to  punish  them  with  everlasting  destruction. 

3.  If  God  will  punish  his  final  enemies  forever,  because  of  the  per¬ 
fect  rectitude  of  Ins  character,  then  his  punishing  them  is  not  at  all 
inconsistent  with  his  indulging  towards  them  feelings  of  benevolence  and 
pity.  Were  he  to  punish  them  in  passion,  or  in  a  spirit  of  malignity 
or  revenge ;  he  evidently  could  not  pity  them,  or  indulge  towards 
them  any  feeling  of  benevolence.  But  this,  we  have  seen,  is  not  the 
case.  He  punishes  thenf,  because  it  is  right  he  should — ^because  he 
has  forborne  as  long  as  he  consistently  can — and  because  he  cannot  far¬ 
ther  refrain  punishing,  without  wronging  himself,  and  ’  wronging  the 
universe.  And  with  such  views  and  motives,  he  evidently  may  pun¬ 
ish  them,  and  yet  feel  tenderly  and  benevolently  towards  them. 

During  our  revolutionary  war,  the  amiable  and  accomplished  Major 
Andre,  a  British  officer,  was  taken,  and  tried,  and  executed,  under  the 
orders  of  General  Washington,  as  a  spy.  He  was  executed;  not  be¬ 
cause  Washington  was  in  a  passion  with  him,  or  because  he  indulged  a 
revengeful  or  malignant  temper  towards  him  ;  but  because,  according 
tO; the  laws  and  usages  of  war,  it  was  right  he  should  be  executed,  and 
he.  could  not  consistently  spare  him  ;  and,  under  these  circumstances. 
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there  was  nothing  to  hinder  General  Washington  from  indulging  to¬ 
wards  Andre,  a  spirit  of  sympathy  and  benevolence  ;  and  there  is  rea¬ 
son  to  believe  he  did  feel  most  tenderly  for  him,  even  while  he  beheld 
him  swinging  on  the  gallows,  in  conformity  with  his  own  order. — It  is 
no  uncommon  circumstance,  also,  for  the  Judge  on  the  bench,  when 
pronouncing  sentence  of  death  upon  capital  offenders,  to  be  so  much 
affected  with  the  contrition  of  the  poor  culprits,  and  to  feel  so  tenderly: 
and  benevolently  for  them,  as  to  be  melted  into  tears,  even  while  the 
words  of  the  sentence  are  on  his  tongue. — So  the  great  and  benevo¬ 
lent  God,  who  punishes  his  enemies  because  he  cannot  consistently 
spare  them — because  he  must  either  punish  them,  or  do  wrong,  may 
feel  towards  them  all  the  yearnings  of  afather,  and  may  give  full  scope 
to  the  everflo  wings  of  his  benevolent  heart,  even- while  he  pours  out. 
upon  them  the  vials  of  his  wrath  forever  and  ever. 

4.  That  God  will  punish  his  final  enemies  forever,  is  a  most  solemn, 

impressive  truth.  Who  can  comprehend  this  one  forever  ?  Who 
can  stretch  his  mind  forward  to  a  point,  which  shall  so  much  as  lessen 
the  duration  of  eternity  ?  And  now  to  speiKl  this  long,  this  endless 
period,  under  the  wrath  and  curse  of  God,  and  in  all  that  distress  and 
anguish,  bodily  and  mental,  which  the  poor  lost  creature  is  capable  of 
enduring ^Oh,  who  can  describe  it !  Who  can  conceive  it ! — And  yet,, 
with  how  much  levity  and  indifference  is  this  solemn  subject  treated  ? 
With  how  much  levity  is  it  treated  by  those  who  pretend  to  disbelieve 
it  ?  Even  this  class  of  persons,  after  all  that  is  said  in  the  Bible,  and 
among  Christians,  relative  to  eternal  punishment,  can  scarcely  avoid 
admitting  the  of  its  being  true.  But,  if  it  is  so  much  as  pos- 

sible  in  their  minds,  that  Ihe  wicked,  the  unrenewed,  unchanged, 
(among  whom  they  usually  class  themselves,)  will  be  punished  forever 
in  the  future  world  then  certainly  it  becomes  them  to  treat  the  sub¬ 
ject  solemnly.  It  becomes  them  to  examine  it  with  all  closeness,  im¬ 
partiality,  and  prayer  y  to  examine  themselves  in  view  of  it ;  and  to 
prepare  for  the  worst — yes,  to  prepare  for  the  worst.  And  this  solemn 
subject  is  treated  with  amazing  indifference,  by  those  who  profess  to 
receive  it  as  truth..  How  many  are  there,  who  profess  to  believe  that 
all  who  live  in  sin  till  they  die,  will  be  punished  forever  in  the  future 
world^  who  yet  in  «n,  from  night  to  night,  and  from  day  to  day, 
confessedly  not  knowing  but  every  day  may  be  their  last-HJOt  know* 
ing  but  another  day  may  plunge  them  into  a  miserable  eternity — and 
yet  live  thoughtless  and  careless  of  every  spiritual  concern,  as  the 
brutes  that  perish  !  They  can  sleep  as  soundly,  and  just  as  pleasantly,, 
and  pass  their  lives  in  as  much  ease  and  mirth,  as  though  all  was  well, 
with  them,  and  they  had  reason  to  expect  all  would  be  well  forever. 
O  amazing  stupidity !  Consummate  folly  !  When  will  the  thought¬ 
less  children  of  men  awake,  to  a  sense  of  their  duty  and  their  danger  ? 

5.  If  God  will  punish  his  enemies  in  the  future  world  forever, 
then  it  isiof  solemn  importance  for  all  my  readers  to  determine,  wheth- 
‘  er  they  are  his  enemies  or  his  friends.  It  is  truly  astonishing  that 

most  people  are  so  remiss  in  coming  to  a  conclusion  on  this  momen*- 
tons  subject.  Here  we  are,  in  real  doubt  whether  we  shall  livc^ 
another  day,, or  hour  ;  and  with  the  awful  certainty  before  us,  that  if 
we  die  the  enemies  of  God,  we  must  sink  under  his  wrath  forever 
and  ever  ;  and  yet  we  are  backward  even  to  consider  the  question^ 
whether  we  are  his  enenues  or  lioh  We  can  amu^  ourselvee  with 
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Other  inquiries,  and  employ  our  time  on  other  subjects  ;  but  we  can 
pass  days  and  weeks,  if  not 'months  and  years,  without  coming,  and 
without  very  solicitously  endeavoring  to  come,  to  a  satisfactory  con¬ 
clusion  in  regard  to  our  spiritual  state.  Is  not  here  another  instance 
of  folly  and  perverseness,  sufficient  to  clothe  our  faces  with  shame, 
and  to  fill  our  hearts  with  bitterness  and  sorrow  ?  . 

6.  It  is  the  duty  of  all,  who  are  satisfied  that  they  are  the  enemies 
of  God,  immediately  to  become  his  friends.  Think  of  the  consequen¬ 
ces  of  continuing  as  you  now  are.  In  a  little  time  more,  and  how 
soon  you  know  not,  the  thread  of  life  will  be  broken,  the  period  of 
trial  ended,  and  you  must  sink  to  rise  no  more.  And  it  will  s^ord  you 
no  comfort,  as  you  go  down  forever,  that  God  is  just  and  holy  in  your 
destruction,  and  that  it  is  even  his  holiness  which  has  destroyed  you. 
This  reflection,  on  the  contrary,  will  be  one  of  the  bitterest  ingredi¬ 
ents  in  the  cup  of  your  everlasting  sorrows.  Let  all  sinners  now  be 
persuaded  to  save  themselves  this  bitter  reflection,  and*  the  number¬ 
less  woes  of  a  miserable  eternity,  by  an  immediate  repentance  and 
reconciliation  to  a  Holy  God.  That  Saviour,  of  whom  you  think  so 
little,  and  whom  you  have  so  long  slighted,  is  still  willing  to  receive 
you.  To  Him,  then,  may  you  now  flee  ; — and  in  Him,  may  we  all  be 
happy  forever.  .  P. 


FOR  THE  EVANGELIST. 

THE  CONTRAST. 

When  two  objects  are  presented  to  the  mind  as  the  subjects  of  com¬ 
parison,  and  are  made  to  stand  out  with  an  ordinary  degree  of  promi¬ 
nence,  it  is  easy  to  form  an  accurate  estimate  of  their  comparative 
worth.  Especi^ly,  if  they  are  essentially  different.  The  brigthness 
of  the  one  will  grow  more  radiant,  while  it  throws  a  deeper  shade 
over  the  darkness  of  the  other. 

The  Christian’s  hope,  and  the  joy  which  it  inspires,  never  appear 
more  precious,  than  when  viewed  in  contrast  with  the  condition  of 
him  who  is  destitute  of  the  one,  and  therefore,  knows  nothing  Tof  the 
other. 

It  is  the  design  of  this  paper  to  show,  by  a  statement  of  stubborn,  un¬ 
yielding  facts,  the  immense  difference,  at  the  hour  of  death,  between 
the  Christian  and  the  impenitent  sinner. 

‘  During  a  revival  of  religion  in  the  town  of  G - ,  Mass.,  a  youth, 

of  an  amiable  disposition  and  unblemished  character,  became  sensible 
of  her  danger,  as  being  exposed  to  the  wrath  of  God.  Neither  the 
veil  of  natural  loveliness,  which  a  deportment, '  almost  Christian,  had 
drawn  over  her  character ;  nor  her  tender  age  prevented  the  feeling 
of  conscious  guih,  and  consequent  need  of  pardon.  W ith  an  ingenuous 
frankness,  she  confessed  hereelf  a  sinner,  and  fled  to  the  cross  of 
Christ  as  her  only  refuge  for  eternity.  ) 

In  looking  back  upon  fourteen  years  spent  in  alienation  from  God, 
she  grieved  at  the  thought  of  the  kindness  and  mercy  she  had  abused. 
Her  tender  heart  was  penetrated  with  godly  sorrow,  and  soon  cheered 
with  Christian  hope.  The  mingled  emotions  which  then  filled  her 
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soul,  none  but  the  Christian  can  understand.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
experience  of  an  unsanctitied  man,  to  which  we  can  compare  those 
feelings  of  exquisite  delight,  that,  at  such  a  time,  result  from  a  sense 
of  pardoned  sin.  ,  That  soft,  rich  sense  of  grace  on  the  heart,  is  some¬ 
thing  which  never  entered  the  conception  of  an  impenitent  mind. 

This  youth  possessed  these  feelings  in  a  high  degree  ;  nor  did  the 
glow  of  joy,  so  peculiar  to  the  new  born  soul,  ever  die  away.  A  bright 
and  steady  flame  was  lighted  up  in  her  heart,  which  shone  with  a  di¬ 
viner  lustre,  as  she  approached  the  close  of  life.  Her  faith  had  taken 
firm  hold  on  the  promises  of  God,  and  when  disease  came,  she  was 
prepared  to  meet  it.  That  hour,  which  to  many  is  full  of  alarm,  was* 
to  her  an  hour  of  peace. 

During  a  painful  sickness  she  manifested  a  most  lovely  spirit ;  kind¬ 
ness  was  seen  in  every  look  ;  and  tenderness  marked  the  tone  of  every 
word.  Nor  did  she,  in  the  distresses  of  a  sickbed,  forget  the  souls 
of  her  young  friends.  It  was  afiecting  to  hear  her  fervent  prayers  for 
their  salvation,  and  see  her  urge  them  to  repent,  and  love  the  Saviour. 

As  she  drew  nearer  the  confines  of  eternity,  she  looked  upon  death 
with  the  even  serenity  of  hope.  Her  breast  ^was  free,  alike  from  the 
cold  unconcern  of  the  dying  reprobate,  and  the  distressing  apprehen¬ 
sions  of  a  mind,  waking  from  its  dream  of  security,  to  meet  the  ven¬ 
geance  of  eternal  fire.  She  had  placed  her  confidence  in  Christ  ; — 
had  given  up  all  to  him,  and  feared  not  for  the  consequence.  The 
thought  of  the  last  struggle — of  being  separated  from  her  friends  on 
earth,  and  of  entering  upon  a  new  world,  filled  her  with  deep  so¬ 
lemnity  : 

half  1  hear  the  parting  spirit  sigh. 

It  is  a  dread  and  awful  thing  to  die  ! 

Mysterious  worlds,  untravelled  by  the  Sun  ! 

Where  time's  far  wandering  tide  has  never  run, 

From  your  unfatbom'd  shades,  and  viewless  spheres, 

A  warning  comes,  unheard  by  other  ears. 

'Tis  Heav'n's  commanding  trumpet,  long  and  loud. 

Like  Sinai's  thunder,  pealing  from  the  cloud 

But  when  the  last  moment,  big  with  the  solemnities  of  eternity,  had 
come,  she  raised  her  eye,  bright  with  hope,  and  said,  Jesus,  into  thy 
hands  I  commit  my  spirit  ;  and  having  said  thus,  she  fell  gently  and 
quietly  to  sleep.  It  was  like  the  going  down  of  a  Summer's  sun.  Her 
life  departed  like  the  last  undulation  of  the  dying  breeze.  The  fever¬ 
ish  flush  now  faded  from  her  cheek,  and  left  more  visible,  on  its  pale 
surface,  the  expression  ofjoy.  All  was  still  ;  not  a  muscle  contract¬ 
ed — not  a  limb  moved.  It  was  a  cheerful  and  happy  death. 

We  are  now  to  leave  this  region  of  light  and  beauty,  for  one  of 
gloom  and  darkness.  It  is  the  death-bed  scene  of  an  impenitent  sinner. 

In  the  same  town,  and  not  far  from  the  same  time,  a  man  was  taken 
sick,  who,  in  health,  had  professed  to  believe  in  universal  salvation. 
He  had  been  warned  of  his  error,  and  affectionately  intreated  to  avoid 
its  awful  consequences.  But  he  spurned  at  the  anxiety  of  others  for 
him,  and  turned  away  in  contempt  Irom  the  tender  solicitations  of  his 
Christian  friends.  Sickness  fell  upon  him  at  an  unexpected  hour  ;  but 
his  views  of  religion  remained  still  unchanged.  The  clergyman  of 
the  town  called  to  see  him,  and  began  to  converse  on  the  subject  of  re¬ 
ligion,  and  the  importance  of  being  prepared  for  death  ;  but  the  tick 
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man  told  him  he  would  hear  nothing  on  that  subject.  The  clergyman 
called  frequently,  and  was  as  frequently  opposed  in  his  attempts  to 
bring  the  poor  man  to  a  sense  of  his  real  condition.  He  however  told 
his  friend,  plainly,  his  fears  respecting  him  ;  but  he  remained  unmov¬ 
ed.  One  day,  as  the  clergyman  was  passing  the  house,  a  member  of 
the  family  called  him  in,  and,  with  great  earnestness,  requested  him 
to  pray.  All  hope  of  recovery  was  now  removed.  The  family  saw 
their  friend  standing  on  the  brink  of  eternity,  with  a  heart  opposed  to 
God,  and  unfit  for  Heaven  ;  and  the  sight  filled  them  with  anguish.  In 
this  state  of  things,  the  sick  man  was  asked,  if  he  wished  to  have  a 
prayer  offered  for  him  ;  he  deliberately  replied,  I  wish  you  to  pray 
on  account  of  my  family,  but  not  on  my  own  account.  His  heart  ap¬ 
peared  still  to  be  a  heart  of  rock  ;  but  there  was,  probably,  even  then, 
a  secret  misgiving  of  soul,  that  preyed  on  his  peace.  The  desire  to 
maintainconsistency  of  character,  inspired  the  mad  purpose  of  going 
resolutely  forward,  and  braving  the  consequences.  But  soon  the  re¬ 
alities  of  eternity  began  to  be  visible  ;  they  glared  upon  him  in  such  a 
manner,  that  he  could  no  longer  withstand  their  influence.  He  now 
saw  them  near,  and  shuddered  as  he  looked  forward  ;  with  a  tone  that 
pierced  every  heart,  he  cried  out,  “  0  the  wrath  of  God  !  I  feel  his 
wraths  but  I  know  not  the  worst ;  there  is  an  eternal  Hell^  and  I  cannot 
,  avoid  it  .  He  was  directed  to  look  to  Christ  and  repent  ;  no,  it  is 
too  late  ;  others  may  repent  and  be  saved,  but  it  is  over  with  me. — I 
am  lost :  O  the  wrath  of  God  !  All  attempts  to  comfort  him  were  in 
vain.  He  was  told  that  Christ  could  save  the  chief  of  sinners,  and 
that,  at  the  eleventh  hour.  He  repelled  it  all  by  saying,  it  is  too  late  ; 
there  is  no  hope  for  me.  The  house  continually  resounded  with  his 
groans  ;  nay  more,  so  great  was  his  agony  of  mind,  that  he  tore  the 
flesh  from  Ws  bones  with  his  own  hands.  His  friends  and  neighbors 
could  not  endure  the  sight.  For  a  number  of  days  he  continued  to 
bewail  his  situation,  and  frequently  broke  out  in  this  distressing  cry, 
“  O  the  wrath  of  God  !”  At  length  his  eye  ceased  to  roll — his 
voice  died  away,  and  the  visage  of  despair  became  fixed  in  the  cold, 
set  features  of  death.  Then  was  a  pause.  It  was  the  stillness  which 
succeeds  the  storm.  Nothing  was  heard  but  the  internal  groans  of 
his  surviving  friends.  They  could  not  weep,  but  their  hearts  felt 
aloud.  The  storm  had  gone  by,  but  its  fury  they  knew  was  not  yet 
spent.  Their  minds  lingered  around  the  veil  which  hides  eternity 
from  time,  but  feared  to  look  beyond.  Surely,  “  the  way  of  the  trans¬ 
gressor  is  hard  — hard  to  himself — hard  to  his  friends.  Let  me 

die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my  last  end  be  like  hers.  Yes, 
let  me  die  ten  thousand  deaths  like  hers,  rather  than  feel  those  pangs 
which  rent  his  heart. 

Dear  reader,  you  may  perhaps  think  this  a  fictitious  story,  but  alas, 
it  is  too  true.  It  is  engraven  on  many  a  heart,  and  in  characters  which 
never  can  be  effaced,  till  memory  and  feeling  shall  be  no  more. 

And  what,  I  now  ask,  is  the  difference  between  these  persons  ?  |,The 
one  died  in  peace — the  other  in  despair.  She  left  her  friends  rejoic¬ 
ing  in  her  happy  state  ;  he  left  his,  overwhelmed  with  grief.  Place 
these  death-beds  side  by  side.  Look  on  her;  look  on  him,  and  see 
how  they  differ.  Mark  that  cheek  clothed  in  smiles  ;  then  turn  and 
read  in  those  distorted  features,  the  internal  anguish  of  the  soul.  Fol¬ 
low  these  immortals  into  the  world  of  spirits.  How  their  paths  di- 
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verge  ;  hers  leads  up  to  heaven — ^his,  (0,  dreadful  thought !)  down 
to  Hell.  How  they  will  continue  to  diverge  ;  she  rises  higher  and 
higher — he  sinks  lower  and  lower  I  Measure,  if  you  can,  the  differ¬ 
ence  ;  and  as.  these  lines  shall  extend  along  the  ages  of  eternity,  think, 
at  what  an  amazing  distance  they  wiU  finally  be  removed  from  each 
other.  Dear  reader,  what  would  be  the  consequences  of  your  death  ? 
How  would  it  affect  those  friends  who  are  near  to  your  heart  ?  Would 
it  pierce  them  with  the  distressing  fear  of  finding  you  ere  long,  exclu¬ 
ded  from  heaven  ;  or  have  you  repented  of  your  sins,  and  are  you  liv¬ 
ing  in  such  a  manner  that  they  could  mourn,  not  as  those  who  mourn 
without  hope  ?  If  not,  think  of  what  must  be  their  feelings,  as  they 
shall  stand  around  your  death  bed.  Oh,  spare  them  such  distress.  What 
would  be  the  consequences  to  yourself  t  Think  what  it  will  be  to 
stand  alone  in  the  dark  hour  of  death.  You  may  indeed  avoid  the  in¬ 
sufferable  horrors  with  which  some  have  left  the  world  ;  but  you  can¬ 
not  die  in  peace  without  an  Almighty  Saviour.  The  shades  of  death 
and  the  shudderings  of  guilt  will  make  the  soul  shrink  back  from  the 
presence  of  its  God.  Oh,  spare  yourself  the  anguish  of  such  an  hour. 
Put  not  off  repentance,  lest  that  hour  come  upon  you  as  a  thief  in  the 
night,  and  introduce  you  to  a  ruined  eternity,  to  remain  the  monument 
of  divine  wrath,  “  unpitied,  unrespited,  unreprieved,  ages  of  hopeless 
end.”  L.  M. 


REVIEW. 

Female  education.  A  Discourse  delivered  at  the  dedication  of  the  Sem¬ 
inary  Hally  in  SauguSy  January  I5th  1822.  To  which  is  addedy  the 
Little  Reckoner y  consisting  principally  of  Arithmetical  qtiestions  for 
infant  minds.  By  Joseph  Emersony  Principal  of  the  female  Seminary  y 
and  Minister  of  the  Church  in  that  place. 

It  has  often  been  set  down  as  an  argument  in  favor  of  Christianity, 
that  it  has  done  so  much  towards  refining  the  character,  and  elevating 
the  destinies  of  the  female  sex.  Every  one,  who  has  looked  at  all  into 
history,  knows  how  uninendly  almost  every  form  of  paganism  has  been 
to  female  character  and  happiness.  The  history  of  this  sex  has,  for 
many  ages,  been  little  else  than  a  record  of  the  deepest  degradation 
^d  wretchedness.  Instead  of  being  recognized  as  the  lovely  compan¬ 
ion  and  bosom  friend  of  man,  who  was  designed  by  Heaven  to  heighten 
every  joy,  and  alleviate  every  woe,  woman  was  regarded  as  merely 
the  slave  of  his  passions,  and  as  destined  to  occupy  a  place  in  the  scale 
of  being,  but  little  above  the  brute  creation.  He  whom  Heaven  design¬ 
ed  for  a  protector  and  friend,  was  usually  a  mere  arbitrary  and  tyran¬ 
nical  lord  ;  her  intellects  were  suffered  to  remain  in  all  the  darkness 
and  wildness  of  nature  ;  and  the  treatment  which  she  received,  was  on¬ 
ly  Consistent  with  the  doctrine,  that  the  female  sex  have  the  misfor¬ 
tune  to  be  born  without  souls. 

From  this  state  of  deep  degradation,  it  has  been  the  effect  of  the  gos¬ 
pel,  so  far  as  its  benign  influence  has  extended,  to  raise  the  female 
character.  It  has  abolished  the  unnatural  distinctions  which  had  be¬ 
fore  existed  in  favor  of  one  sex,  and  has  restored  the  other  to  the 
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place  which  their  Creator  designed  they  should  occupy.  It  has 
brought  out  into  living  action  a  thousand  nameless  virtues  and  graces^ 
which  had  been  concealed  beneath  the  rude  hand  of  servitude^and  bar¬ 
barism  ;  and  has  made  woman  a  sharer  not  only  in  the  hopes  of  immor¬ 
tality,  but  in  all  the  softest,  brightest  joys  of  human  life.  If  she  may 
not  aspire  to  the  bolder  and  more  public  stations  in  society,  she  never¬ 
theless  exerts  a  commanding  influence  upon  the  happiness  and  desti¬ 
nies  of  the  world. 

Since  the  introduction  of  Christianity,  there  have  been  many  illustri¬ 
ous  examples  of  females,  who  have  risen  to  the  highest  pitch  of  intel¬ 
lectual  refinement  ;  and  have  proved  that  the  female  mind  is  fully 
capable  of  cultivating  the  fairest  fruits  in  the  field  of  literature  and 
science.  The  name  of  Hannah  Moore,  at  which  the  heart  of  every 
female  ought  to  beat  with  gratitute,  would,  of  itself,  be  enough  to  re¬ 
deem  the  sex  from  all  the  reproach  of  former  ages  ;  and  there  are 
multitudes  of  others,  who,  if  not  equally  illustrious,  are  still  treading  in 
her  steps,  and  are  rearing  bright  and  imperishable  monuments  of  fe¬ 
male  worth. 

But  notwithstanding  the  favorable  change  which  has  taken  place  in 
the  condition  of  the  female  sex,  it  admits  of  no  question  that  much  yet 
remains  to  be  done,  before  they  shall  occupy  the  whole  field  of  exer¬ 
tion  and  influence,  which  Providence  has  allotted  to  them.  And  the 
reason  of  this,  we  believe,  is  to  be  sought,  in  no  inconsiderable  degree, 
in  the  false  maxims  which  have  hitherto  extensively  prevailed  on  the 
subject  of  female  education.  It  has  been  the  fault  of  many  parents, 
that  by  not  keeping  in  view  the  stations,  which  their  daughters  might 
be  called  to  occupy,  they  havb  moulded  them  into  something  entirely 
unlike  what  those  stations  required  ;  and  while  one  has  been  familiari¬ 
zed  to  nothing  but  the  concerns  of  the  kitchen,^  as  though  this  were  to 
be  her  only  element,  another  has  been  taught  to  regard,  as  the  one  thing 
needful  in  her  education,  the  more  polite  and  fashionable  accomplish¬ 
ments.  Both  these  extremes  have  prevailed  in  modem  times,  and  in  our 
own  country,  to  a  melancholy  extent ;  and  we  hail  with  joy  every  indica¬ 
tion  of  the  prevalence  of  a  more  correct  and  enlightened  state  of  pub¬ 
lic  feeling  on  this  important  subject^ 

For  a  number  of  the  last  years,  the  subject  of  female  education  has 
been  regarded  with  an  increasing  interest  in  the  community,  and  eve¬ 
ry  one  seems  to  say  that  a  new  era  is  about  taking  place.  Parents  are 
beginning  to  feel  extensively,  that  their  daughters,  as  well  as  their  sons 
have  a  claim  to  be  educated  ;  and  many  a  mother,  while  lamenting  the 
deficiencies  of  her  own  education,  has  resolved,  that  she  will  rise  up 
early,  and  sit  up  late,  and  eat  the  bread  of  carefulness,  rather  than  en¬ 
tail  upon  her  daughters  the  inconvenience  and  mortification  to  which, 
for  the  want  of  early  advantages,  she  has  been  subjected. — And  accor¬ 
dingly  we  find  that  the  number  of  well  educated  females  among  us  is 
yearly  increasing  ;  the  standard  of  education  is  rapidly  rising ;  and 
what  we  regard  as  perhaps  the  most  auspicious  feature  of  all,  almost 
every  year  witnesses  to  the  establishment  of  some  new  institution 
which  is  especially  consecrated  to  female  improvement.  The  dis¬ 
course,  which  it  is  the  design  of  this  article  to  notice,  introduces  to  our 
attention  one  of  these  seminaries,  in  whose  origin  and  progress,  we 
have  felt  a  deep  interest ;  as  being  probably  destined  to  exert  an  im- 
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f^rtant  iofluence  upon  tfie  female  character  of  oar  country.  Thotq^ 
it  ia  near  more  than  two  years  since  it  was  preached,  and  has  been  be¬ 
fore  the  pabiic,  we  are  sure,  from  the  intrinsic  merits  of  the  produc¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  the  importance  of  the  subject  discu8sed|^at  we  bazafd 
nothing  in  calling  our  readers  to  a  brief  analysis  of  it. 

'  The  text  on  which  the  preacher  founds  his  discourse,  is  Psalm  144. 
12. — That  our  daughters  may  be  as  comer  stones ^  polished  after  the  si^ 
militude  of  a  palace. 

After  an  easy  and  appropri^e  introduction,  in  which  the  beauty  of 
the  metaphor  in  the  text  is  very  happily  shown,  the  plan  of  the  dis¬ 
course  is  announced  under  the  following  heads.  1.  What  are  the 
stations  occupied  by  females  ?  IL.  What  qualifications  are  requisite  for 
filling  these  stations  ?  and  III.  How  these  qualifications  may  be  ac¬ 
quired  ?** 

The  first  of  these  inquiries  is  pursued  in  reference  to  the  relations 
which  females  sustain  as  daughters,  sisters,  friends,  teachers,  wives, 
mothers,  members  of  the  Church,  of  the  civil  community,  and  of  the 
human  family. 

The  following  very  just  and  immpressive,  sentiments  relative  to  the 
importance  of  the  maternal  relation,  cannot  fail  to  be  read  with  deep 
interest,  especially  by  those  by  whom  this  relation  is  sustained. 

After  speaking  of  the  conjugal  relation,  the  preacher  proceeds — 

No  less  important  is  the  station  of  a  mother.  .  Perhaps  it  is  more  im¬ 
portant  still.  Surely,  the  mother  is  a  much  more  important  character 
than  is  generally  imagined.  To  whom  are  we  to  look  for  improve¬ 
ments  ;  for  such  improvements  as  the  world  has  never  seen  ?  Is  it  to 
c^n  ;  to  those  whose  habits  are  fixed ;  whose  characters  are  consolida¬ 
ted  ?  No  ;  it  is  to  the  rising  generation,  to  children,  to  babes,  to  suck¬ 
lings.  And  who  has  the  principal  influence  in  forming  the  habits  and 
cfa^cters  of  these  ?  The  mother  ;  she  who  is  with  them,  and  is 
scarcely  removed  from  them  by  night  or  by  day  ;  she  who  imparts  to 
them  her  manners,  her  habits,  her  language,  her  modes  of  thinking, 
her  opinions,  her  prejudices,  her  virtues,  1  had  almost  said,  her  very 
soul  itself.  Surely  the  mother  has  more  influence  in  forming  the  ri¬ 
sing  generation  than  is  possessed  by  any  other  character ;  more  than  is 
possessed  by  man  with  all  his  authority,  with  ali  his  laws,  with  all  his 
arms,  vrith  all  his  splendid  literary  institutions.  Though  the  station  of 
the  motheris,  indeed,  subordinate,  as  it  respects  the  father,  it  is  infinite  • 
ly  important.  Though  her  station  is  subordinate,  yet  in  a  great  meas¬ 
ure,  she  carries  in  her  heart  and  holds  in  her  hand  the  destinies  of  the 
woiid.  it  is  impossible  that  mankind  should  be  improved,  to  any  con¬ 
siderable  degree  and  extent,  without  a  correspondii^  improvement  ot' 
mothers.  Here  and  there,  individuals  may  arise  and  shine,  as  they 
have  done  from  the  beginning  of  time  ;  but  improvements  will  be  ex¬ 
ceedingly  limited,  unless  mothers  are  improved.  And  even  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  most  distinguished  individuals,  who  have  enlightened  and 
astonished  the  world,  it  is  probable  that  the  mother  has  had  a  greater 
influence  in  forming  theft  characters  than  has  been  generally  suppos¬ 
ed.  Who  can  tell  how  much  her  efibrts  may  have  conduct  to  give 
such  a  tone  and  direction  to  thbir  minds,  as  had  an  influence  upon  their 
whole  succeeding  conduct  ?  All  the  future  Bacons,  Lockes,  and  New¬ 
tons  ;  all  the  future  Baxters,  Edwardses,  and  Dwi^ts,  that  are  yet  to 
arise  and  enlighten  the  worid  ;  will  owe  their  influence  in  a  greater  or 
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less  degree  to  the  mother.  From  her  lips,  they  will  learn  to  articu¬ 
late  their  own  names.  From  her  they  Will  learn  to  walk,  to  think,  to 
pray.  She,  who  is  truly  an  excellent  mother,  is  one  of  the  richest 
boons  of  heaven.”  p.  7.  &  8. 

The  observations  of  Mr.  E.  upon  the  influence  which  females  may 
exert  in  the  business  of  instruction  are  part  cularly  deserving  attention. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  nature,  or  as  we  would  rather  say,  the, God  of 
nature,  has  given  to  the  softer  sex  some  qualities  which  render  them, 
peculiarly  fitted  for  the  ofiice  of  teachers  ;  and  we  regard  it  as  a  pecul¬ 
iarly  auspicious  indication  that  so  many  have,  within  a  few  years,  been 
found  ready  to  devote  themselves  to  this  benevolent,  and  highly  im¬ 
portant  work ;  especially  that  some  in  the  higher  walks  of  society  have ' 
contributed  their  influehce  to  the  respectability  of  this  office,  by  be¬ 
coming  personally  engaged  in  it.  We  heartily  wish  that  the  number 
may  be  much  increased,  and  we  believe  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant, 
when  this  labor  of  love  will  present  an  irresistable  attraction  to  many 
•who  have  hitherto  regarded  it  with  indifference,  or  even  aversion. 

In  respect  to  the  influence  which  females  are  to  exert  in  the  propa- 
i;ation  of  the  gospel,  the  preacher  has  also  thrown  out  some  very  just 
and  weighty  observations  ;  and  has  collected  some  interesting  facts  il¬ 
lustrative  of  its  importance.  It  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  features, 
in  the  history  of  modern  charity,  that  so  much  of  the  burden,  both  of 
labor  and  expense,  has  been  sustained  by  females  ;  and  if  we  do  not 
greatly  mistake,  it  is  in  this  very  field  in  which  the  female  character  is 
to  reach  its  highest  pitch  of  improvement.  It  is  an  employment  which, 
above  every  other,  is  fitted  to  give  proportion  and  activity  to  the 
whole  character  ; — for  while  it  demands  the  exercise  of  a  sound  judg¬ 
ment,  it  communicates  nourishment  to  the  best  feelings  of  the  heart, 
and  throws  energy  and  perseverance  into  the  life.  Let  any  one  look 
over  the  community,  and  select  those  females  to  whom  public  opinion 
has  attached  the  highest  degree  of  respectabtlity ,  and  whose  names  will 
be  most  likely  to  survive  them,  and  to  be  embalmed  in  many  hearts,  and 
he  will  find,  with  but  few  exceptions,  that  they  are  those  who  are  put¬ 
ting  forth  their  most  earnest  and  most  generous  effforts  in  behalf  of  the  ig¬ 
norant  and  wretched.  And  we  would  respectfiilly  remind  our  fair  read¬ 
ers,  that  while  the  activ^  benevolent  character  to  which  we  have  now 
alluded,  (s  the  only  one  which  is  truly  respectable,  they  are  under 
peculiar  obligations  to  assume  it  from  the  immense  benefits  which 
Christianity  has  already  conferred  upon  them.  If  it  is  to  the  gospel 
that  they  are  indebted  for  all  that  makes  life,  agreeable  or  useful ;  and 
if,  but  for  that,  they  might  have  now  been  subject  to  the  most  stupid 
and  ignoble  degradation  which  a  human  mind  can  conceive,  we  may 
surely  be  justified  in  calling  upon  them  .  to  discharge  the  obligation, 
under  which  they  have  thus  been  laid,  by  doing  every  thing  in  their 
power  to  extend  the  knowledge  and  influence  of  Christianity. 


(To  be  Continued,) 
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By  various  representations,  the  scriptures  display  the  Christian’s 
character,  and  duty,  and  happiness.  They  speak  cij^him  as  being, 
while  he  remains  here  below,  a  stranger  in  a  strange  land.  They  ex¬ 
hibit  him  as  an  exile  and  a  sojourner  on  earth.  They  describe  him  as 

'  a  pilgrim  passing  through  this  world  to  a  brij^ter  and  happier  region 
above.  With  the  spirit  and  affections  of  an  exile,  a  pilgrim,  a  stran¬ 
ger,  they  call  upon  him  to  be  animated,  and  in  accordance^  with  these 
characters,  which  are  given  him,  they  require  him  to  act. 

Of  the  numerous  emblems,  by  which  the  life  of  the  Christian  is  ap¬ 
propriately  delineated,  none,  perhaps,  possesses  more  exact  propriety, 
more  complete  and  uniform  accuracy,  than  a  journey.  To  trace  the 

'  resemblance,  in  a  number  of  particulars,  will  be  the  object  of  this  com¬ 
munication. 

^  A  journey  cannot  be  performed  without  toil,  and  hardships,  and  pri*- 
vations.  No  progress  can  be  made  without  labor,  and  often  vigorous 
and  unceasing  efforts  are  required.  The  inconveniences  of  rough  and 
uneven  ways,  and  of  stormy  and  inclement  weather  must  be  endured. 
Inadequate  accommodations  will  often  be  found,  and  occasionally  such 
only  as  are  painful  and  revolting  can  be  obtained.  The  traveller 
must,  at  one  time,  rise  steep  ascents,  and,  at  another,  pass  over  a  rug¬ 
ged  and  stony  path.  He  will  sometimes  be  drenched  by  the  rain,  be 
pelted  by  the  hail  and  the  snow,  and  be  buffeted  by  the  winds.  He 
must  sometimes  be  scorched  and  enfeebled  by  the  sultry  and  wither¬ 
ing  heat  of  summer,  and  sometimes  chilled  by  the  keen  and  freezing 
.blasts  of  winter.  He  cannot  always  secure  a  smooth  and  delightful 
road;  he  cannot  always  experience  a  bright  sun,  and  fair  and  genial 
skies  ;  he  cannot  take  along  with  him,  to  be  constantly  enjoyed,  the 
neatness,  the  tranquillity,  or  the  elegance  of  home.  But,  with  all  its 
inconveniences,  a  journey  has  its  peculiar  pleasures  ;  it  possesses  its 
-appropriate  sources  of  satisfaction  ;  and  few  are  the  individuals,  who, 
on  account  of  the  evils  to  be  encountered 'in  leaving  it,  would  consent 
to  be  fixed  in  one  narrow  spot,  and  never  to  pass  the  limits,  by  which  it 
might  be  bounded.  A  journey  will  occasicMidy' furnish  a  smooth  and 
level  way,  on  which  progress  is  made  with  ease  and  pleasure.  It  is  Con¬ 
tinually  presenting  a  new  and  varied  scene,  and,  now  and  then,  a  fair 
and  delightful  prospect  will  be  spread  before  the  eye.  Often  also,  it 
will  bring  into  view  novel  and  interesting  objects,  and,  at  times,  exhib¬ 
it  surprising  and  deeply  interesting  occurrences. 

The  Christian’s  life  is  a  state  of  exertion  and  self-denial.  His  con- 

*  dition  is  such  as  will  notallow  him  to  sit-down  in  inactivity  and  to  fore- 

•  go  every  effort.  He  cannot  pass  through  the  world  without  labor. 
He  cannot  effectually  encounter  the  many  and  arduous  difficulties, 
which  lie  in  his  way,  he  cannot  surmount  the  numerous  and  formida¬ 
ble  obstacles,  which  obstruct  his  path,  without  strenuous  and  often 
painful  endeavors.  He  caitnot  avoid  the  necessity  of  submitting  to  fre- 

.  quent  and  severe  privations.  Much  which  it  is  irksome  to  nature  to 
bear,  must  be  endured,  and  much,  which  it  is  hard  and  distre^ihg  to 
flesh  and  blood  to  give  up,  must  be  resigned.  That  course  of  duty, 
which  the  Christian  is  bound  to  accomplish,  that  series  of  services, 
which  he  is  under  the  highest  necessity  of  performing,  cannot  bd  cofm 
pleted  without  intense  exertion.  Those  corrupt  airf  degrading  pW- 
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pensities,  which  he  is  solemnly  obligated  to  mortify,  those  noxious  and 
defiling  passions,  which  he  is  indispensably  required  to  subdue,  cannot 
be  fully  dethroned,  cannot  be  radically  extirpated,  without  frequent 
acts  of  resolute  and  high  self-denial.  The  world  is  not  a  region  friend¬ 
ly  to  the  Christian,  a  region  favorable  to  his  progress  in  piety,  a  region 
rendering  his  advances  towards  heaven  easy  and  rapid.  It  is  a^  wil¬ 
derness,  often  dark  and  forbidding,  though  not  impervious,  a  wilderness, 
in  which  there  is  many  a  snare  to  entangle,  many  an  impediment  to  re¬ 
tard,  and  many  a  thorn  to  wound.  The  road  which  he  pursues  is  not 
an  even  and  flowery  path  ;  but  a  hard  and  toilsome  way.  Poorly  is  he 
acquainted  with  his  own  character,  imperfect  are  his  views  of  the  na¬ 
ture  and  the  demands  of  religion,  and  scanty  is  his  knowledge  of  the 
temptations  and  embarrassments  of  a  world  like  this,  who  ims^ines,  that 
he  can  possess  the  virtues,  which  distinguish  the  Christian,  fulfil  the 
various  duties,  which  are  claimed  at  his  hands,  and  guard  against  the 
various  dangers,  which  threaten  his  soul,  without  exertion,  without  self- 
denial,  and  without  vigilance.  He  indulges  himself  in  a  delusion  the 
most  visionary  and  the  most  perilous. 

But,  with  all  the  efibrts,  which  are  to  be  made,  and  with  all  the  re¬ 
nunciation,  w  hich  is  to  be  practised,  the  Christian’s  life  is  not  joyless. 
To  animate  him  amidst  all  his  toils,  and  difficulties,  and  privations,  he 
has  enlivening  and  blessed  hopes.  To  cheer  him  in  every  dark  and 
gloomy  hour,  he  has  glorious  and  enrapturing  prospects.  He  has  an 
unfailing  and  a  rich  fountain  of  contentment  and  delight  springing  up  in 
his  own  mind.  As  he  proceeds  on  his  way  he  oflen  finds  places  of  re¬ 
freshment  ;  water  from  the  rock  and  bread  from  heaven  are  given  to 
strengthen  and  sustain  him.  A  constant  guide,  and  .comforter,  and 
friend  attends  him.  Amidst  every  inconvenience,  amidst  all  bis  exer¬ 
tions,  and  hardships,  and  trials,  he,  therefore,  goes  on  his  way  rejoicings 
rejoicing  in  his  present  comforts,  rejoicing  in  his  heavenly  anticipa¬ 
tions. 

A  journey  is  attended  with  danger,  especially  if  it  be  through  a  hos¬ 
tile  territory.  The  traveller  is  peculiarly  exposed  to  many  injurious,, 
if  not  fatal  occurrences.  He  is  liable  to  encounter  various  and  formi¬ 
dable  foes,  by  whom  he  may  either  be  terrified  from  the  course,  which 
he  ought  to  pursue,  be  pillaged  of  his  property,  or  be  robbed  even  of 
his  life  He  may  meet  with  enemies  in  the  guise  of  friends,  and  be  as¬ 
sailed  by  mischief  under  the  semblance  of  pleasure.  The  enticements 
of  the  individuals,  into  whose  company  he  may  fall,  or  the  attractions 
of  the  various  alluring  objects,  which  may  strike  his  view,  may  induce 
him  to  loiter  in  his  way,  or  may  draw  him  aside  from  the  path,  which 
conducts  to  the  place  of  his  destination.  If  not  careful  in  his  enquiries 
respecting  the  direction,  in  which  he  must  proceed,  and,  if  not  vigilant 
and  circumspect  in  guarding  against  every  deviation  from  the  prescrib¬ 
ed  course,  he  will  be  liable  to  wander  from  the  path,  which  he  ought 
to  pursue,  to  involve  himself  in  perplexity  and  distress,  to  reduce  him¬ 
self  to. the  painful  necessity  of  retracing  bis  steps,  and  to  subject  him-: 
setf  to  still  severer  evil,  if  not  to  absolute  ruin. 

The  Christian  is  pasring  through  the  country  of  an  enemy,  and  is  ex¬ 
posed  to  the.  maebraations  and  assaults  of  the  foes  of  his  soul.  The 
World  is  a  region  unfriendly  to  religion,  and  various  are  the  adversa- 
rief,  with  whom  he  is  called  to  contend,  powerful  are  the  efforts, 
wmcb  tliey  make,  and  ffiimid^le  is  the  influence,  which  they  exert. 
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By  the  blandishment  of  temptation,  by  the  influence  of  erroneous  ex> 
ample,  and  by  the  solicitations  of  friends  and  associates,  he  may  be  en¬ 
ticed  Into  sin,  and  that  light,  which  beams  from  heaven  upon  the  pious 
mind  and  cheers  it,  while  passing  through  this  dark  world,  may  be  in¬ 
tercepted*  If  inattentive  to  that  sacred  chart,  which  marks  the  road, 
along  which  his  journey  through  this  wilderness  lies,  he  will  go  astray 
from  the  path  of  duty  and  plunge  himself  in  guilt,  and  wo.  Thus,  by 
the  arts  and  exertions  of  the  adversaries  of  his  peace  and  salvation,  by 
the  operation  of  the  objects  and  characters,  which  surround  him,  by 
the  influence  of  a  world  lying  in  wickedness,  by  the  eflbrts  of  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  darkness,  and  by'  his  own  sinful  negligence  and  inadvertency, 
the  Christian  may  be  deeply  and  painfully  injured,  the  tranquillity  of 
bis  mind  may  be  subverted,  and  the  sources  of  his  comfort  and  joy  dri¬ 
ed  up^  although  firm  and  triumphant  is  the  confidenco^  which  may  be 
indulged,  that  be  shall  not  so  err  from  the  way  of  life  as  to  perish, 
that  he  shall  not  so  be  overcome  as,  at  last,  to  sink  in  ruin. 

A  journey  afibrds  no  place  of  durable  or  permanent  repose.  The 
traveller  must  with  daily,  resolute,  and  unwearied  perseverance,  arise 
and  go  on  his  way.  He  must  gradually  and  constantly  advance  towards 
the  place  of  his  destination.  He  may  indeed,  stop  for  rest  at  night. 
He  may  consent  to  a  momentary  delay  for  the  purpose  of  refreshment. 
He  may  linger  a  little  to  gaze  on  a  fair  and  attractive  landscape.  He 
may  tarry  a  short  space  to  survey  some  grand,  some  novel,  some  beau¬ 
tiful  object.  He  may  wait  a  brief  period  to  witness  some  important 
and  interesting  occurrence.  But,  these  delays  must  not  interfere  with 
his  grand  concern.  He  cannot  without  relinquishing  his  purpose,  and 
renouncing  every  hope  of  reaching  the  point,  for  Which  he  has  started, 
sit  down  in  indolence  and  forego  further  progress. 

In  the  same  manner,  constant  and  persevering  advances  are  to  be 
made  by  the  Christian.  There  is  for  him  no  point  of  rest  on  earth  : 
noplace  of  permanent  repose,  this  side  heaven.  To  the  last,  it  will 
be  his  duty  to  arise  and  go  on  bis  way. 

There  is  for  him,  no.  point  of  rest,  either  as  to  to  the  graces  of  his 
character,  as  to  the  actions  of  virtue,  beneficence,  and  piety,  which  he 
is  bound  to  perform,  or  as  to  the  enjoyments  of  religion,  a  share  of 
which  has  been  granted  him,  and  for  a  larger  allotment  of  which  he 
thirsts. 

All  the  virtues,  which  characterize  and  dignify  the  Christian,  exist 
in  his  breast  in  an  imperfect,  if  not  in  a  feeble  degree.  In  no  mind  is 
love  to  God  and  benevolence  to  man  felt  in  full  and  adequate  vigor. 
No  heart  glows  with  gratitude  towards  the  Saviour,  suflkiently  ardent, 
cleaves  to  him  with  an  attachment  sufliciently  strong  and  afleciionate, 
or  relies  upon  him,  with  a  faith  sufficiently  simple,  cordial,  and  unwa¬ 
vering.  No  understanding  bows,  with  a  submission  sufficiently  unre¬ 
served  and  implicit,  to  the  guidance  of  heavenly  wisdom,  and  to  the 
appointments  of  heavenly  mercy.  No  bosom  melts  in  contrition  for 
its  offences  sufficiently  deep  and  unfeigned,  or  bums  with  an  abhor¬ 
rence  of  iniquity,  sufficiently  uniform  ai^  intense.  No  soul  is  so  hum¬ 
ble,  as  never  to  feel  any  swellings  of  pride,  no  one  so  resigned  and  pa¬ 
tient,  as  never  to  experience  any  emotions  of  fretfulness  and  discontent, 
no  one  so  disinterested  and  kind,  as  never  to  know  the  repinings  of  en- 
no  one  so  mild  and  meek,  as  never  to  kindle  with  passion  and 
bum  with  anger,  no  one  so  compassionate  and  charitable,  as  neter  to 
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feel  the  influence,  or  yield  to  the  dominion  of  selfishness.  This  world 
is  a  region  of  imperfection.  Nothing  is  found  below  the  sun,  which  is 
not  fallible,  and  defective,  and  defiled.  But,  with  error,  and  defects, 
and  defilement,  the  Christian  must  not  sit  down  contented.  It  is  his  du¬ 
ty,  and  an  indispensable  duty,  to  arise  and  go  on  unto  perfection.  He 
must  not  rest  satisfied  with  himself,  till  all  the  affections  of  his 
heart,  all  the  principles  of  his  conduct  and  all  the  features  of  his  life  are 
in  strict  accordance  with  the  pure  spirit  and  the  holy  precepts  of  the 
gospel.  This  duty  he,  who  is  animated  by  the  temper  and  feelings  of 
unfeigned  pifety,  does  not  wholly  neglect.  He  may,  occasionally,  be 
remiss  in  his  efforts  and  tardy  in  his  progress.  He 'may,  at  times,  loi¬ 
ter  in  his  course,  and  even  turn  aside  from  the  narrow  way.  But,  ev- 
ry  true  Christian  is  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  genuine  heroism,  which  ur¬ 
ges  him  on  to  higher  and  higher  attainments  in  moral  and  religious  ex¬ 
cellence.  It  is  his  aim,  his  endeavor,  and  his  prayer  to  arrive  at  per¬ 
fection,  and,  notwithstanding  momentary  delays,  he  is  gradually,  ad¬ 
vancing  forward  and  approaching  the  mark.  And,  by  and  by,  he  shall 
reach  it.  By  and  by,  he  shall  arrive  at  home.  By  and  by,  he  shall 
.  enter  heaven.  And  heaven  is  the  land  of  perfection.  There  the  soul 
shall  be  cleansed  from  all  its  stains,  shall  be  disenthralled  from  all  its 
base  and  sinful  passions,  and  be  redeemed  from  all  its  degrading  and 
guilty  habits.  There  shall  it  be  completely  invested  with  the  divine 
image,  and  shine  forth  in  all  the  glory  and  loveliness  of  consununate 
purity,  of  angelic  excellence. 

The  Christian  will  not,  till  he  closes  his  eyes  on  life,  fill  up  entirely 
that  measure  of  good  works,  which  is  claimed  at  his  hands.  He  will 
not  complete  the  sum  of  virtuous  and  beneficent  actions,  which  he  is 
bound  to  perform  for  the  glory  of  Gqd,  the  happiness  of  his  fellow- 
men,  and  the  welfare  of  his  own  soul,  till  his  body  sleeps  in  the  dust, 
and  his  spirit  goes  to  serve  in  heaven.  No  one  can  obey  God  so  long 
and  so  perfectly,  that  it  shall  be  incumbent  on  him  to  obey  him  no 
more.  No  one  can  do  good  to  his  fellow-men  for  a  period  so  protrac¬ 
ted  and  to  an  extent  so  wide,  that  it  shall  no  longer  be  his  duty  to  add 
to  the  amount  of  his  noble  and  generous  deeds.  The  Christian  must 
still  be  augmenting  his  stock  of  faith  and  good  works.  He  must  be 
still  enlarging  that^ood  foundation^  which  he  is  laying  up  in  store ^  till 
he  shall  lay  hold  on  eternal  life.  He  must  not  become  weary  in  well- 
doings  till  He,  who  called  him  to  labor,  and  to  whose  service  he  has 
devoted  himself,  shall  dismiss  him  to  rest. 

There  is  no  place  of  repose  for  the  Christian,  as  to  the  enjoyments 
which  religion  confers.  He  does  not,  while  he  lives,  taste  the  joys  of 
piety  so  fully,  that  satiety  is  created,  or  that  nothing  more  is  left  for 
him  to^hope,  or  desire.  The  more  largely  the  consolations  and  de*- 
lights  of  religion  are  experienced,  the  more  intensely  will  they  be  cov¬ 
eted,  rfnd  the  more  eagerly  ^nd  assiduously  will  they  be  sought. 
They  are  not  intended  to  be  conveyed,  in  their  fulness,  to  the  devout 
on  earth.  What  they  possess  is  only  an  earnest,  a  prelibation  of  some¬ 
thing  more  blissful  and  exalted  to  come,  sent  to  invigorate  their  de¬ 
sires,  to  elevate  their  hopes,  and  to  quicken  their  exertions.  There  is 
continually  before  the  Christian  something  nobler,  something  more 
rich  in  delight,  than  has  yet  been  comprized  in  his  experience.  To 
•  the  joy  which  lies  before  him,  to  the  happiness,  which  ia  yet  to  be  se¬ 
cured,  he  should  arise  and  go  forward.  In  proportion  to  their  attain- 
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ments  in  holiness,  to  their  proficiency  in  the  divine  life,  will  be,  in  or¬ 
dinary  circumstances,  the  allotment  of  the  consolations  and  joys  of  pi¬ 
ety,  which  God  imparts  to  his  friends.  But,  the  utmost,  which  can  be 
enjoyed,  the  highest  bliss,  which  the  pious  can  experience,  will  not  be 
possessed,  till  they  arrive  in  heaven,  till  they  reach  the  right  hand  of 
God,  where^5  fulness  of  joy.  And  even  then,  perfect  as  their  happi¬ 
ness  will  be,  a  degree  of  glory  not  yet  revealed,  a  height  erf  felicity 
not  yet  attained,  will  doubtless,  throughout  eternity,  lie  before  tbie 
blessed. 

Thus  is  the  Christian’s  life  a  journey.  Like  a  journey  it  is  a  state  of 
toil  and  privation.  Like  a  journey  it  is  attended  with  various  dangers, 

•  with  danger  of  annoyance  and  injury  from  external  enemies,  and  of 
mischief  from  the  corruption  of  our  hearts  ;  with  danger  of  being  sedu- 
<;ed  from  the  right  path  by  the  allurements  of  temptation,  of  erring 
through  ignorance,  or  of  going  astray  through  our  negligence  and  folly. 
Like  a  journey  it,  finally,  demands  constant  and  persevering  advances, 
till  we  rest  from  our  labors,  in  the  grave. 

To  our  readers  we  would,  now,  seriously  put  the  inquiry.  Are  you 
journeying  with  the  Christian  towards  heaven  ?  Have  you  entered  the 
path,  which  he  is  pursuing,  and  are  you  advancing  along  with  him  in 
wisdom’s  ways  ?  Happy  then  is  your  lot.  Blessed  are  your  prospects 
while  you  remain  on  earth,  and  glorious  and  joyful  will  be  your  desti¬ 
ny  beyond  the  grave.  When  you  have  done  tasting  the  streams  of 
mercy  below,  you  shall  arrive  at  the  fountain  above.  When  you  shall 
cease  to  enjoy  the  delights  of  religion  on  earth,  you  shall  go  to  share  in 
its  bliss  in  heaven.  And  heaven  is  the  region  of  peace,  and  purity,  and 
love,  a  region  which  ensures  an  exemption  from  every  source  of  mise¬ 
ry,  and  the  full  gratification  of  every  wish  of  the  heart.  It  is  the  place, 
where,  peculiarly,  God  dwells,  where  He  displays  the  effulgence  of  his 
glory  tmd  affords  the  bUssful  and  unclouded  vision  of  his  face.  It  is 
the  land  where  all  the  truly  wise,  and  great,  and  good  of  every  age 
and  of  every  country  are  assembled.  It  is  a  region,  where  the  wor¬ 
ship  and  praise  of  God  are  at  once  the  business  and  the  joy  of  the  un¬ 
numbered  millions,  who  tenant  it.  To  this  world  are  you  journeying 
and  here,  by  and  by,  shall  you  arrive.  Here  shall  you,  ere  long,  be  at  ' 
home,  here  shall  you  have  an  everlasting  abode,  and  here  shall  you  be 
unutterably  happy  forever. 

But,  the  sinner,  no  less  than  the  Christian,  is  accomplishing  a  jour¬ 
ney.  It  lies,  however,  in  an  opposite  direction.  The  sinner  is  ad¬ 
vancing  towards  the  region  of  wo,  and  every  day  brings  him  nearer 
the  habitation  of  unmingled  wretchedness  and  remediless  despair.  Who 
can  behold  his  infatuation  Without  strong  enlotions  of  pity  and  regret  ? 
And  who  can  forbear  to  pray,  that  God,  in  his  mercy,  may  Awaken 
him  to  a  sense  of  his  folly  and  his  guilt,  and  turn  his  feet,  from  Ae  raad 
to  ruin,  into  Jtbe  patba  of  peace  and  salvation  ?  Vermont 
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There  are  many  sinners,  weiiave  reason  to  conclude,  who  liw  in 
the  hope  that  they  shaft  be  saved  when  they  die,  without  exercising 


104 


Sinners  cannot  be  saved  imihout  Repentance, 

•  that  repentance  which  is  described  and  required  in  the  word  of  God. 
Some  sinners  appear  to  hope  for  salvation  on  one  ground,  and  some  on 
another.  Some  sinneffs  appear  to  hope  for  salvation  on  the  ground  of 
.  their  morality.  Others  hope  for  it,  because,  in  their  view,  they  are 
such  small  sinners,  that  it  would  be  unjust  in.  God  not  to  save  them. 
And  others  hope  for  it,  because.they  think  God  is  so  merciful,  that  he 
will  save*  all  mankind,  let  them  live  and  die.  as  they  will.  But  if  such 
iiopes  are  delusive  and  must  fail  in  the  trying  hour,  it  is  desirable,  if 
possible,  to  convince  sinners  of  it,  before  it  is  forever  too  late.  I  shall 
attempt,  therefore,  to  make  it  appear  that  sinners  cannot  be  saved  with¬ 
out  repentance.  To  do  this,  I  propose  in  the  first  place  to  describe 
repentance,  and  then  show  why  sinners  canriot  be  saved  without  it. 

1.  Repentance  is  to  be  described.  Repentance  is  a  change  of  mind 
in  respect  to  sin.  The  feelings  of  a  true  penitent  towards  sin,  are 
opposite  to  the  feelings  that  he  once  had  towards  it.  While  impenitent, 
he  loved  sin,  and  delighted  in  the  practice  of  it.  But  now  he  hates  sin 
for  its  own  sake,  or  on  account  of  its  own  inherent  turpitude  and  base¬ 
ness.  Sin  consists  primarily  in  selfishness,  in  a  person’s  loving  him¬ 
self  as  much  as  he  is  bound  and  required  to  love  God ;  and  it  oper¬ 
ates  in  supreme  and  deadly  enmity  to  him.  The  true  penitent  no  lon¬ 
ger  loves  and  cherishes  this  selfish,  sordid  temper,  but  feels  it  to  be 
Uie  greatest  of  evils,  the  most  grievous  of  burdens,  from  which  be 
longs  to  be  delivered.  He  loathes,  abases,  and  condemns  himself  on 
account  of  his  sinfulness,  and  turns  from  it -with  all  his  heart.  And  he 
utters  the  feelings  and  desires  of  his  broken  and  contrite  spirit  in  such 
language  as  this :  Mine  iniquities  are  gone  over  my  head.  I  am 
troubled,  and  bowed  down  greatly.  I  abhor  myself,  and  repent  in  dust 
and  ashes.”  Such  exercises  and  feelings  were  evidently  included  in 
the  repentance  of  Job,  in  the  repentance  of  David,  and  in  the  repent¬ 
ance  of  every  humbled  sinner,  whose  character  is  delineated  in*  scrip¬ 
ture.  It  may  also  be  remarked,  that  although  sin  is  the  object  of  re¬ 
pentance  ;  yet  this  is  called  ‘‘  repentance  towards  God,”  because  it 
flows  from  supreme  love  to  God,  against  whom  stn  is  committed,  and 
whose  character  and  government  the  commission  of  it  tends  to  injure. 
Repentance,  then,  is  a  change  of  mind  in  respect  to  sin,  which  arises 
from  a  change  of  feelings  towards  God  and  his  ^orious  government,  and 
which  issues  in  a  new  and  holy  life.  I  am  to  show, 

II.  Why  sinners  cannot  be  saved  without  repentance. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  reasons. 

1.  Sinners  cannot  be  saved  without  repentance,  because  without 
this  they  cannot  be  pardoned,  cannot  be  freed  from  the  penalty  of  the 
law.  Pardon  is  procured  only  by  Christ’s  atonement,  which  prepares 
the  \taY  for  the  b^stowment  of  that  blessing  upon  penitent  sinners  ;  but 
does  n%  prepare  the  way  for  the  bestowmentofitupon  the  impenitent. 

It  would  be  just  as  inconsistent  for  God  to  nardon  the  .impenitent 
through  the  atdnement,  as  it  would  be  for  him  to  pardon  the  penitent, 
had  no  atdnement  been  made.  The  impenitent  are  ‘God’s  mortal  foes. 
Hence  ,*were  he  to  pardon  them  he  would  deny  himself,  and  blot  out  all  • 
the  glory  of  bis  reign  forever.  In  a  word,  should  God  remit  the  pen¬ 
alty  of  his  law  to  the  impenitent  transgressors  of  it,  he  would  exhibit 
h^msey,  not  as  the  hater  and  punisher,  but  as  the  lover  and  rewarder  of 
iniquity  ;  arid  his  character  would  sink  at  once  in  the  view  of  all  his 
intelligent  cr^tures.  He  can  no  more  do  it,  therefore,  than  be  can 
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cease  to  be.  God.  Jesus  Christ  is  set  forth  to  be  a  propitiation,  that 
God’s  righteousness  may  be  4eclared,  and  that  he  may  be  just,  in  justi¬ 
fying  or.  pardoning  the  penitent  and  believing.  Accordingly,  he  prom¬ 
ises  to  forgive  the  penitent,  but  not  the  impenitent,  and  has  made  re¬ 
pentance  an  indispensable  condition  of  forgiveness.  Now,  since  God 
never  does,  and  never  can  pardon  the  impenitent,  they  cannot  be  sav¬ 
ed  without  repentance  ;  for  they  cannot  be  saved  without  being  pardon¬ 
ed.  Surely,  those  who  are  under  the  curse  of  God’s  law,  and  on  whom 
his  wrath  abideth,  cannot  see  life.  1  add, 

2.  That  without  repentance,  sinners  cannot  participate  in  that  pure 
and  holy  happiness,  which  is  an  essential  part  of  tl\e  gospel  salvation. 
Were  it  not  inconsistent  with  the  moral  rectitude  of  God,  for  him  to  for¬ 
give  the  impenitent,  and  were  he  to  do  it,  still,  it  would  be  impossible 
for  them  to  enjoy  the  blessedness  of  heaven.  Love  to  God  and  com¬ 
placency  in  his  government  are  essential  to  true  happiness,  which  is  to 
be  found  only  in  him.  But  the  impenitent  are  hostile  to  God,  and 
highly  displeased  with  all  the  operations  of  his  hand.  How  then  could 
they  be  happy  in  heaven  itself,  where  they  would  be  forever  surroun¬ 
ded  with  objects  of  their  supreme  aversion  and  abhorrence  ?  The 
transcendent  manifestations  of  Jehovah’s  glory,  which  swell  the  joys 
and  wake  the  songs  of  the  celestial  hosts,  who  love  him,  must  be  a 
source  of  ceaseless  anguish  to  all  who  hate  him,  to  all  the  impenitent. 
It  is  impossible  in  the  nature  of  things  for  them  to  be  saved,  for  them 
to  be  made  happy  with  such  hearts  as  they  possess.  Their  sinful¬ 
ness,  their  impenitence  must  totally  disqualify  them  for  any  true  en¬ 
joyment,  either  in  this  world,  or  in  that  which  is  to  come. 

1.  If  what  has  been  said  of  the  nature  of  repentance  is  true,  then 
they  are  mistaken,  who  suppose  it  consists  in  a  person’s  being  sorry  for 
sin,  because  it  exposes  him  to  punishment,  or  in  wishing  that  he  had 
not  been  born  a  sinner,  or  that  Adam  had  never  fallen,  or  that  moral 
evil  had  never  entered  the  universe.  If  a  just  view  has  been  given  of 
repentance,  then  such  sorrows  and  wishes  constitute  no  essential  part 
of  it.  They  are,  indeed,  if  not  iissociated  with  other  affections,  the 
sorrows  and  desires  of  an  impenitent  heart.  He  who  truly  repents  is 
delivered  from  that  worldly  sorrow  which  the  slavish  fear  of  punish¬ 
ment  produces.  In  his  heart,  he  says  amen  to  the  curse  of  the  law, 
and  accepts  the  punishment  of  his  iniquities,  as  God  requires.  And 
instead  of  wishing  that  he  had  been  born  sinless,  or  that  Adam  had  re¬ 
tained  his  original  purity,  or  that  evil  had  never  existed,  or  that  God’s 
plan  of  government  had  been  different  from  what  it  is  ;  instead  of  hav¬ 
ing  such  idle  wishes,  such  criminal  desires,  he  voluntarily  lies  in  the 
deepest  self-abasement  before  God,  on  account  of  the  treasonable  part 
he  has  acted  against  him,  and  desires  and  prays  to  be  saved  from  sin 
and  made  holy.  And  while  he  has  an  affecting  view  of  the  evil  of  sin, 
and  of  its  tendency  to  reproach  the  divine  character,  and  destroy  the 
universe,  he  rejoices  in  the  assurance  that  God  will  cause  even  this 
evil,  hateful,  all-destructive  thing  to  praise  him,  and  promote  the  bles¬ 
sedness  of  his  holy  kingdom. 

2.  How  gloomy  are  the  prospects  of  impenitent  sinners  !  We  have 
seen  that  there  is  both  a  moral  and  natural  impossibility  of  their  ever 
being  saved  in  impenitence.  There  is  no  true  happiness  for  them  on 
earth.  There  is  no  true  happiness  for  them  in'heaven.  There^is  no 
true  happiness  for  them  in  the  universe.  They  mast,  persisting  in 
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their  impenitence,  be  eternally  miserable.  They  do  feel  miserable 
here,  in  proportion  to  the  clearness  and  strength*  of  their  impressions 
-of  divine  truth.  And  when  they  shall  be  summoned  into  the  world  of 
spirits,  and  open  their  eyes  to  its  cloudless  light,  to  shut  them  no  more 
,  forever ;  when  they  shall  be  made  to  see  God,  and  Christ,  and  all  spir¬ 
itual  objects,  as  far  as  the  impenitent  can  see  them  ;  when  divine  truth 
shall  thus  shine  into  their  understandings  and  consciences  in  all  the 
brightness  of  eternity,  their  souls  must,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  fil¬ 
led  with  the  keenest  remorse,  and  anguish,  and  despair.  And  besides, 
that  God  who  is  faithful  to  execute  his  threatenings,  as  well  as  to  fulfil 
his  promises,  will  inflict  upon  them  the  just  but  awful  peniilty  of  his 
law.  Nothing  then  awaits  them,  but  the  endless  wailings  and  torments 
of  the  damned. 

Finally.  By  all  the  tender  and  solemn  considerations  which  have 
been  suggested,  let  sinners  be  persuaded  to  repent  and  turn  to  God 
without  delay.  Whatever  they  do  short  of  repentance,  they  are  going 
away  farther  and  farther  from  God,  from*  Christ,  from  heaven  ;  and 
are  ripening  for  destruction,  and  hastening  to  it.  But  if  they  will  now 
only  exercise  repentance  towards  God,  he  will  graciously  pardon  them, 
>and  save  them  with  an  everlasting  salvation.  He  will  prepare  them  to 
engage  in  the  holy  employments  of  heaven,  and  will  put  them  in  pos¬ 
session  of  its  pure  and  imperishable  joys.  THEOPHILUS. 
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It  is  of  no  consequence  what  a  man^s  opinions  may  be,  provided  his  cow- 

duct  is  correct. 

/ 

{t  is  a  curious  fact,  that  this  maxim,  though  seemingly  unlimited  in 
.point  of  extent,  is  never  applied  except  in  the  case  of  religion.  In  po¬ 
litical  concerns,  it  is  generally  considered  as  a  matter  of  the  very  first 
importance,  to  ascertain  what  are  the  sentiments  which  men  have 
adopted  respecting  the  nature  and  design  of  civil  government,  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  royal  prerogative,  and  the  rights  of  the  people.  We  might 
urge,  with  some  plausibility,  that  a  man  might  be  a  good  subject,  a  loyal 
citizen,  and  a  friend  to  the  true  interests  of  the  state,  whose  views  of 
speculative  politics  may  not  accord  with  those  which  have  been  adopt¬ 
ed  by  a  particular  class  or  description  of  men.  We  might  argue,  with 
some  degree  of  justice,  that  opposition  to  the  reigning  administration 
•f  the  country  does  not  originate  so  much  in  certain  abstract  notions 
which  may  have  been  imbibed,  or  even  in  any  peculiar  systems  of  po¬ 
litical  belief,  as  in  the  passions  of  discontent,  of  envy,  and  ambition, 
which  no  system  of  political  faith  will  ever  be  able  to  eradicate.  Will 
this  kind  of  reasoning  give  any  satisfaction  ?  Will  it  tend  in  any  degree 
to  allay  the  ferment  of  political  zeal  ?  On  the  contrary,  will  it  not  in¬ 
crease  suspicion,  and  add  fuel  to  the  flame  of  civil  discords  and  animos¬ 
ities  ?  Is  religion  then,  we  would  ask,  the  only  human  concern,  in 
which  opinions  or  principles  may  be  dispensed  with  ?  Is  the  science  of 
politics  of  so  much  importance,  that  unless  a  man  has  adopted  every 
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dogma  of  a  particular  creed,  he  ought  not  to  be  trusted  ?  And  is  religion 
of  so  little  importance,  that  in  it  all  are  allowed  to  think  as  tibey 
choose  ?  Religion,  it  will  immediately  be  recollected  by  the  thinking 
imnd,  is  no  ordinary  or  trifling  concern.  It  carries  along  with  it  con¬ 
siderations  of  the  very  highest  importance.  It  connects  itself  with  ev¬ 
ery  thing  that  can  be  interesting,  in  regard  to  the  present  welfare  or  fi¬ 
nal  destiny  of  man.  While  every  thing  else  has  to  do  with  man,  view¬ 
ed  as  a  citizen  of  the  world  alone,  the  child  of  a  day,  and  the  fictim  of 
corruption  ;  this  carries  forward  our  views  beyond  the  trifling  concerns 
of  the  present  state,  and  leads  us  to  consider  ourselves  as  the  sons  and 
daughters -of  immortality. . 

Nothing  can  be  more  false  than  the  idea,  that  religious  opinions  are 
all  entirely  speculative.  That  thero  are  speculations  connected  with 
religion,  as  with  every  thing  else,  cannot  be  denied  ;  but  that  all  those 
doctrines  which  pass  under  the  general  name  of  religion  are  of  this 
description,  is  a  notion  altogether  preposterous.  What  shall  we  think 
of  those  truths  which  have  for  their  subject  the  being,  perfections,  and 
government  of  God  ?. The  person  and  work  of  him  who  came  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  to  save  us  ?  The  present  state  and  exigencies  of 
man  The  method  whereby. a  sinner  may  be  received  into  the  divine 
favor  ?.  The  means  whereby  our  natures  may  be  sanctified  ?  And  the 
final  issue  of  sublunary  things  ?  Is  it  of  no  practical ,  consequence  to 
know,. whether  God  be  just  and  merciful  or  not  ?  Whether  our  Saviour 
be  a  divine  person,  or  merely  a  man  like  ourselves  ?  Whether  we  be 
naturally  in  a  holy  or  in  an  unholy  state  ?  Whether  salvation  is  to  be 
obtained  by  personal  merit,  or  by  the  merciful  interposition  of  anoth¬ 
er  ?  Whether  divine  grace  is  necessary  for  sanctifying  our  souls  ? 
Whether  or  not  death  puts  a  final  period  to  all  human  hopes,  by  intro¬ 
ducing  us  into  a  state  of  endless  joy  or  misery  ?  A  man,  we  shall,  for 
the  sake  of  argument,  allow,  may  be  morally  decent,  whatever  are  his 
religious  principles.  But  is .  moral  decency  all  that  Christianity  re¬ 
quires  ?  Does  it  not  demand  something  more  decidedly  religious,  some¬ 
thing  more  appropriate  to  our  character  as  God’s  subjects,  as  Christ’s 
disciples,. and  as  the  expectants  of  heaven  ?  Will  moral  decency  fit  a 
man  for  beholding  and  enjoying  God  in  glory  ?  For  joining  the  com¬ 
pany  of  angels  ?  For  chanting  the  praise  of  the  Redeemer  ?  Out  of  the 
soil  of  truly  Christian  principles,  there  grows  something  peculiarly  ele¬ 
vated  and  ennobling ;  something  of  which  the  despisers  of  religious 
principles  can  have  no  conception  ;  something  which  requires  for 
its  existence,  **  an  unction  from  the  Holy  One.’^ 

The  maxim  before  us  is  not  only  altogether  preposterous  in  itself, 
it  is  calculated  to  produce  the  most  baneful  consequences.  It  aims  a 
blow  not  at  the  appendages  of  Christianity  ;  not  at  the  mere  disputable 
parts  of  religion  ;  not  at  the  superstitious  notions  of  certain  misnamed 
believers.  It  strikes  at  the  very  vitals  of  religion  in  all  its  shapes  ;  for 
if  the  principle  be  assented  to,  by  what  shall  its  application  be  limited  ? 
After  setting  aside,  by  one  and  the  same  stroke,  the  essentials  and  non* 
essentials  of  revelation ;  will  it  retain  any  very  high  respect  for  the 
standard  truths,  even  of  what  id  termed  natural  religion  ?  Can  it  be 
denied,  that  the  maxim  wears,  in  every  light,  a  most  unfriendly  aspect 
towards  the  interests  of  vital  gc^liness  ?  Its  evident  design  and  tendency 
are  to  introduce  an  universal  skepticism  ;  to  unhinge  the  most  gener¬ 
ally  prevailing  and  best  founded  sentiments  of  men  ;  to  set  forth  the. 
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young  adventurer  on  the  stormy  ocefm  of  life,  without  a  compass  to  di¬ 
rect  him  on  his  way.  When  this  maxim  shall  have  gained  the  ascend¬ 
ency,  we  may  expect  a  general  dearth  of  every  thing  great  and  excel¬ 
lent  ;  and  the  growth  of  a  dwarfish  species  of  morality,  which,  having 
no  rain  to  refresh,  nor  sun  to  communicate  vigor,  will  soon  wither 
and  die. 
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“  WAIT  THE  GREAT  TEACHER,  DEATH.”" 

Mr.  Editor, 

In  my  last,'  I  gave  you  an  account  of  a  man,  somewhat  advanced  in 
life,  who  was  brought,  as  there  is  reason  to  believe,  to  a  knowledge  and 
love  of  the  truth,  a  few  weeks  before  his  death.  I  now  wish  to  call 
the  attention  of  your  readers  to  the  dying  bed  of  a  youth.  He  was 
about  twenty  years  of  age  ;  remarkably  amiable  in  his  natural  disposi¬ 
tion  ;  correct  in  his  morals  ;  and  highly  esteemed  and  beloved  by  all 
who  knew  him.  He  fell  a  victim  to  a  lingering  complaint,  after  an  ill¬ 
ness  of  several  months.  He  had  been  educated  in  the  belief  of  a  sys¬ 
tem  of  religion,  very  opposite  to  that  inculcated  in  your  work.  It  is 
invidious  to  name  particular  denominations  ;  and  I  hope  you  will  nev¬ 
er  admit  any  thing  of  that  kind,  in  your  work.  Suffice  it  to  say,  the  youth, 
referrred  to  had  been  taught  to  believe,  that,  let  his  life  be  as  it  might,  a 
seat  in  heaven  was  sure  to  him.  That  he  ever  fully  believed  this,  1  have 
my  doubts  ;  and  these  doubts  are  founded  upon  a  knowledge  1  had  of  the 
young  man’^s  feelings,  so  far  as  his  feelings  were  discoverable  from  his 
conduct.  Still  he  tried  to  believe  in  the  certainty  of  his  own  happi¬ 
ness  in  a  future  world  ;  grounded  upon  the  idea,  that  a  good,  and 
merciful,  and  even  just  God  would  make  none  of  his  creatures  misera¬ 
ble.  His  doctrinal  knowledge,  on  religious  subjects,  owing  to  the  mode 
of  his  education,  was  very  limited  ;  as  is,  unhappily, .  the  case  of  too 
many.  In  the  belief  above  referred  to,  he  tried  to  live.  In  that 
belief,  he  tried  to  die.  Death,  the  great  teacher,  came  before  he 
wished, — before  he  expected.  A  few  hours  before  his  death,  I  saw 
him.  The  powers  of  nature  were  almost  exhausted  ;  but  reason  still 
retained  its  seat.  The  intellectual  lamp  still  shone  ;  though  its  lustre 
was  probably  dimmed.  He  asked  me  to  pray  for  him.  His  counte¬ 
nance  indicated  great  mental  agitation.  No  hope  brightened  his  lan¬ 
guid  face.  His  dying  eyes  expressed  the  agony  of  his  soul,  and  show¬ 
ed  that  he  saw  no  cheering  prospect.  To  him,  I  am  persuaded,  all 
looked  dark.  His  system  of  doctrines  gave  him  no  comfort.  After 
my  prayer,  I  retired,  having  been  earnestly  requested,  by  the  quiver¬ 
ing,  and  almost  motionless,  lips  of  the  dying  youth,  to  visit  him  again 
soon.  Mr.  Editor,  I  shall  never  forget  the  expression  of  that  inter¬ 
esting  youth’s  countenance.  And  at  no  other  time,  have  I  ever  felt  so 
strongly,  as  I  then  did,  that  man  is  nothing, — that  Jesus,  the  only  Sa¬ 
viour,  is  all  in  all.  The  language  of  his  looks  was,  (he  was  idmost 
past  the  power  of  utterance  with  his  tongue,)  do*.  Sir,  point  the  way 
to  heaven.  I  am  dying  I  have  no  good  hope.  Life  is  departing. 
My  time  of  probation  is  ending.  What  shall  1  do  ?  1  saw  him  no  more 

in  life.  I  hope  God  had  mercy  on  him,  and  took  him  to  himself. 
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God  has  always  had  a  people  on  earth,  who  have  kept  the  faith  of 
his  holy  word.  Even  in  the  darkest  and  worst  ages,  a  remnant  has 
been  left,  to  shine  as  lights  in  the  midst  of  a  crooked  and  perverse  gen¬ 
eration.  There  are  few  countries,  however,  in  which  divine  truth 
has  flourished,  from  the  first  ages,  until  now.  The  candlestick  has 
been  removed  from  one  country  into  another.  The  sins  of  a  Church 
have  tempted  God  to  withdraw  the  blessings  of  the  Gospel,  and  to 
send  them  elsewhere.  Look  at  the  seven  Churches  of  Asia. — How 
favored  was  their  lot !  How  rich  their  means  of  grace  !  How  hope¬ 
ful  their  state  !  But  now,  alas  !  and  indeed,  for  many  hundred  years, 
the  threatenings  of  Christ  have  been  fulfilled,  and  they  sit  in  darkness, 
and  the  shadow  of  death. 

There  are,  however,  people,  with  whom  the  blessings  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel  have  been  continued,  from  the  days  of  the  Apostles,  themselves, 
until  now.  And  among  these,  the  Vaudois  stand  most  eminent.  1 
intend  to  lay  before  my  readers  a  short  outline  of- their  history. 

The  Vaudois  now  form  the  united  Church  of  the  Waldcnses  and 
Albigenses.  They  dwelt,  chiefly,  in  the  valleys  of  Piedmont,  between 
Italy  and  France.  It  is  supposed,  that  they  received  the  Gospel  from 
St.  Paul  himself.  We  know  that  he  lived-  two  vears  in  Rome,  and 
certainly  he  spared  no  pains  to  spread  the  Gospel  through  the  Roman 
states;  in  which  Piedmont  was  then  included.  As  the  Epistle  to  the 
Romans  was  sent  from  Corinth,  and  Paul  purposed  to  go  from  thence 
by  Rome  into  Spain,  it  is  most  likely,  he  would  pass  through  Pietlmont. 
But  be  this  as  it  may,  certain  it  is,  that  this  people  received  the  Gos¬ 
pel  long  before  the  power  of  the  Pope  was  set  up  ;  and  all  writers, 
both  friends  and  enemies,  bear  witness  to  the  long  standing  of  their 
Church.  Beza  makes  out,  that,  through  them,  the  pure  Gospel  was 
maintained  in  Europe,  during  Popish  times.  He  speaks  of  them,  as 
“  forming  the  remains  of  the  pure  and  primitive  Church.’’  It  cannot 
be  shown,  that  they. ever  conformed  to  the  Romish  communion,  though 
they  underwent  the  most  dreadful  persecutions.  The  Monk  Belvidere, 
who  was  sent  on  a  mission  by  the  Pope,  into  these  valleys,  complains, 
in  common  with  other  Missionaries,  that  they  never  could  effect  the 
conversion  of  a  single  Vaudois  ;  and  t|;ie  only  reason  he  gives,  is, 

that  such  heretics  had  ever  existed  in  these  valleys.”  An  Inquisitor, 
afterwards  sent  on  the  same  errand  among  this  people,  declares,  that 
of  all  sects,  which  either  have  existed,  or  can  exist,  there  is  none 
more  dangerous  to  the  Romish  Church,  than  the  Vaudois;  and  that, 
for  three  reasons  :  because  it  is  the  most  ancient  of  all  ;  because  it  is 
spread  the  widest ;  and  because  these  religionists  have  a  great  show  of 
piety  ;  are  just  and  upright  in  their  dealings  ;  believe  of  God,  only 
what  ought  to  be  believed  ;  and  receive  all  the  articles  of  the  Apostles’ 
Creed.”  Such  is  the  high  testimony  even  of  an  enemy.  And,  indeed, 
"from  all  that  pious  persons,  who  have  visited  them  from  England,  have 
lately  seen,  of  their  doctrine  and  discipline,  there  is  every  reason  to 
believe,  that  they  are  the  only  Church  which  hiis  been  kept  unspotted 
from  the  world,  since  the  days  of  the  Apostles,  and  Iris  needed  no 
reform  from  the  errors  of  antichrist.  Indeed,  so  remarkable  has  been 
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their  purity,  that  Mr.  Faber^and  other  dirines,  who  hare  *  written  on 
prophecy,  consider  them  to  be  the  “  two  witnesses,”  (Rev.  xi.)who 
were  to  hold  forth  the  true  light  of  the  Gospel,  during  the  1260  years  * 
of  the  Church’s  depressioh  under  the  power  of  the  little  horn  of 
Daniel. 

Now,  one  might  have  supposed,  that  a  people,  so  harmless  and  holy, 
would  be  allowed  to  pass  their  days  in  saTety  and  peace ;  but  as  it 
was  in  the  beginning,  so  it  has  ever  been  since,  “  they  that  are  born 
after  the  flesh  persecute  them  that  are  born  after  the  spirit.”  About 
thirty  bitter  persecutions  have  been  ^endured  by  them,  through  the 
space  of  200  years  ;  beginning  about  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  cen¬ 
tury.  The  Inquisition  was  the  grand  means  of  attempting  their  utter 
destruction.  ' 

Orders  were  given  from  Rome,  that  the  Vaudois  were  unworthy  to 
keep  company  with  other  Christians.  Their  goods  were  to  be  taken  ’ 
irom  them,  and  their  houses  pulled  down.  All  princes  and  chiefs 
were  to  deliver  them  over  to  the  Inquisitors,  and  to  be  severely  pun¬ 
ished  if  they  showed  them  the  least  favor.  Still  they  multiplied 
under  their  trials.  Power  was  next  given  to  the  Popish  Missionaries, 
to  put  all  heretics  to  death,  without  mercy.  Nay  more  ;  they  went 
so  far  as  to  take  up  the  bones  of  those  who  had  been  buried.  They 
burned  them  in  the  fire,  and  took  away  the  property  of  those  who* 
were  related  to  them.  Father  was  forced  to  witness  against  son  ; 
husband  against  wife  ;  brother  against  sister  ;  friend  against  friend.  A 
single  witness  was  enough  for  an  order  for  the  rack,  even  though  that 
witness  was  the  vilest  person.  The  accused  was  not  even  allowed  to 
choose  his  own  counsel. 

At  one  time,  the  Vaudois  were  forced  to  flee  with,  their  wives  and 
children  to  the  highest  mountains  ;  where  about  eighty  of  the  infants, 
and  many  of  the  mothers,  died  with  cold.  In  the  year  1475,  the 
Vaudois  fell  in  numbers  by  the  hands  of  the  papists.  They  were 
burn^  hung,  and  most  cruelly  treated  ;  and  two  years  after,  the  Pope 
ordered  them  to  be  “  crushed  as  poisonous  asps.”  And  to  excite  the 
papists  to  be  zealous  in  their  work  of  murder,  the  Pope  granted  to 
all,  who  should  fight  against  the  Vaudois,  “  a  full  indulgence  and  re¬ 
mission  for  all  the  sins  they  might  have  committed  ;  and  this  pardon 
was  to  extend  as  far  as  the  point  of  death.”  And  further,  the  right 
was  granted,  to  possess  themselves  of  the  property  of  heretics  ;  and 
it  was  given  out,  that  all  persons,  owing  debts  to  them,  were  no  longer 
bound  to  pay  them.  It  is  supposed,  that  this  bull  of  the  Pope,  cost 
above  eight  hundred  thousand  Protestants  their  lives,  who  were  either 
Vaudois,  or  professed  their  doctrines  in  other  parts  of  Europe. 

In  1355,  Barthelemi  Hector  was  burnt  at  Turin.  His  firmness  and 
conduct  were  so  affecting,  that  all  who  saw  him  were  melted  into  tears, 
and  spoke  loudly  against  the  cruelty  of  his  judges,  the  Inquisitors. 

.  In  1569,  the  persecution  was  dreadful.  Amongst  many  others,  a 
man  and  his  wife  were  burnt  at  the  stake,  for  refusing  ta  attend  mass. 
Two  ministers  were  roasted  to  death  at  a  slow  fire.  An  aged  Vaudois, 
in  his  103d  year,  was  cruelly  murdered  in  a  cave.  His  grand-daugh¬ 
ter,  who  had  been  his  companion  in  his  retreat,  and  to  whom  the  ruf¬ 
fians  offered  violence,  preferred  death  to  dishonor,'  and  flung  herself 
down  a  high  rock.  Some  time  after,  the  Vaudois  were  ordered  to 
leave  their  towns  and  villages  within  three  days.  It  was  in  the  depth 
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gf  a  hard  winter.  Women  with  child,  the  young,  the  aged,  and  sick, 
were  all  forced  to  seek  an  abode  amidst  dreary  tracks  of  ice  and  snow  : 

“  a  sight,”  says  Leger,  “  which  might  have  drawn,  from  the  behold¬ 
ers,  tears  of  blood.” 

Words  cannot  express,  and  the  pen  refuses  to  write,  the  tale  of  cru¬ 
elties  which  took  place  in  1656.  Infants  were  torn  from  their  distract¬ 
ed  mothers’  arms  ;  bruised  ;  knocked  against  walls  and  rocks  ;  and 
torn  in  sunder  by  men  pulling  them  in  opposite  directions  by  the  legs  ! 

The  sick  au^  aged,  of  both  sexes,  were  burnt  in  their  beds  an'd 
houses,  hacked  in  pieces,  stripped,  and  bound  with  their  heads  be¬ 
tween  their  legs,  and  then  rolled  down^  from  the  tops  of  rocks.  Women 
and  girls  were  treated  in  the  most  shocking  manner.  Some  were 
stuffed  alive  with  flints  ;  others  blown  to  pieces  by  gun-powder,  with 
which,  their  ears  and  mouths  had  been  tilled,  or  died  under  the  tearing 
of  their  flesh,  which  their  butchers  cut  away  piecemeal.  Men  were 
chopped  away,  bit  by  bit  ;  flayed  and  hung  up  by  the  legs  ;  and  wit¬ 
nessing,  at  the  same  time,  the  murder  of  their  children,  and  the  dis¬ 
honour  of  their  wives  and  daughters,  died  in  unspeakable  tortures. 
Here  a  child  beheld  the  entrails  of  his  father,  dragged  from  his  body  ; 
there  his  mother  gashed  with  cuts,  while  her  baby  was  torn  away 
from  her,  and  paraded  about  on  the  top  of  spikes.  '  The  land  was 
reeking  with  tears  and  blood.  The  groans  of  the  dying,  the  cries  of 
the  living,  echoed  from  rock  to  rock,  from  valley  to  valley  ;  but  they 
could  not  move  one  heart  to  pity.  Let  it  not  be  thought  that  this  pic¬ 
ture  is  over  drawn.  It  is  taken  from  authentic  documents,  in  which  the 
names,  birth  places,  abode,  and  ages  of  many  of  the  sufferers  are  ^ven. 
Isaiah  Grand,  aged  90,  and  Madame  Armand,  were  both  carved  piece¬ 
meal,  as'carcases  in  the  shambles.  John  and  David  Prin  were  seized 
in  bed  ;  the  skin  of  their  arms  and  legs  was  taken  off  in  stripes,  and 
they  were  left,  in  that  state,  to  die  with  thirst.  A  daughter  of  Mr.  Long 
was  roasted  alive  on  a  stone  slab.  D.  Garden  had  his  brains  and 
heart  taken  out.  Widow  Hugon  and  her  daughter  were  placed  on  a 
cart,  and,  as  they  were  drawn  along,  pierced  on  one  side  with  pikes, 
and  pelted  with  stones  on  the  other. 

Ovens  were  publicly  heated,  and  filled  with  the  poor  Vaudois.  An 
express  was  sent  to  the  people  of  Rora,  ordering  them  to  attend  mass, 
in  twenty-four  hours,  on  pain  of  death,  and  the  destruction  of  their 
village.  Deathy  rather  than  mass  !  was  the  universal  answer.  In  con¬ 
sequence  of  which,  men,  women,  and  children,  were  cruelly  butchered, 
and  126  suffered  in  one  day. 

Such  is  a  faint  outline  of  the  sufferings  of  this  Christian  people. 
Though  of  late,  they  have  had  more  favor  shown  by  those  who  hate 
them,  they  are  still  exposed  to  great  grievances,  and  are  much  reduced 
by  their  former  persecutions.  Our  own  happy  country,  has  all  along 
felt  much  pity  for  these  afllicted' Protestant  brethren,  and  has  helped 
them,  both  by  money,  and  by  interfering  with  their  rulers  on  their 
behalf.  TJieir  present  number  is  about  18,000.  They  are  very  ill 
supplied  with  Ministers,  being  too  poor  to  support  them. 

And  oh  !  that  all  my  readers  may  be  excited  by  this  account,  to 
thankfulness,  for  their  richer  mercies  ;  and  put  this  question  to  them¬ 
selves  :  is  my  religion  of  such  a  nature,  as  that  1  should  wish  to  give 
up  every  thing  for  the  sake  of  it  ?  Do  1  really  count  all  things  but 
loss  for  the  knowledge  of  Christ  ?  Happy,  indeed,  is  it  for  the  Church 
of  Christ,  to  enjoy  such  peaceful  times  as  the  present. 
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During  the  uncommon  attention  to  religion  in - ,  I  was  led  by  the 

examples  of  other  persons,  to  attend  the  meetings  ;  but  I  do  not  re¬ 
member  that  my  mihd  was  particularly  affected  by  religious  subjects. 
After  that  time  my  mind  was  sometimes  a  little  impressed  about  my  un- 
happy  and  dangerous  condition,  as  1  had  no  reason  to  suppose  I  was  in 
a  state  of  friendship  and  favor  with  God.  In  the  month  of  last  Janua¬ 
ry,  by  means  of  a  sermon  on  these  words,  “  Repent,  therefore,  of  this 
thy  wickedness  and  pray  God,  if  perhaps  the  thought  of  thine  heart 
may  be  forgiven  thee  ;  for  I  perceive  that  thou  art  in  the  gall  of  bitter¬ 
ness  and  in  the  bond  of  iniquity,”  my  mind  was  really  awakened  about 
my  conduct  and  state.  I  saw  and  felt  that  I  was  in  the  gall  of  bitterness 
and  in  the  bond  of  iniquity.  I  felt  that  I  was  condemned  by  the  law  of 
God,  and  that  he  was  greatly  and  justly  angry  with  mc^  for  my 
sinful  conduct.  I  was  led,  to  attend  to  my  own  heart,  and  I  found 
that  my  heart  was  nothing  but  sin  and  wholly  opposed  to  God  and  his 
law. .  I  began  to  read  the  Bible  with  concern,  but  it  gave  me  no  com¬ 
fort  nor  relief.  I  attempted  to  pray,  but  I  felt  that  God  would  not 
hear  me,  because  I  was  praying  with  a  sinful  heart,  and  my  attempts  to 
pray  were  wholly  selfish.  Religious  instruction  gave  me  no  relief. 
It  was  wholly  against  me,  and  increased  my  distress.  In  reading  Bax¬ 
ter’s  call  to  the  unconverted,  I  found  something  to  this  purpose  :  Min¬ 
isters  are  willing  to  have  persons  goto  them  about  their  religious  con¬ 
cerns,  but  sinners  are  not  willing  to  go  for  instruction.  On  this  I 
thought  I  would  go  to  our  minister.  I  found  that  he  was  willing  and 
ready  to  converse  with  me.  He  appeared  to  understand  the  state  of 
my  mind,  and  to  be  interested  for  my  salvation.  But  his  instructions 
and  prayers  gave  me  no  relief.  They  produced  a  greater  conviction 
of  my  wickedness  and  misery  and  increased  my  distress.  When  he 
prayed  that  God  would  have  mercy  on  me  for  his  own  sake,  my 
heart  rose  against  the  petition.  I  had  no  desire  that  God  w^ould 
save  me  for  his  sake.  All  my  desire  was  that  he  would  save 
me  for  my  own  sake."  Hence  I  was  led  to  see,  that  I  was  wholly 
selfish  and  sinful  in  all  my  distress  about  myself.  Though  I  knew  I 
was  wholly  sinful  in  my  prayers,  yet  I  was  displeased  with  God  because 
he  would  not  hear  me,  while  I  regarded  iniquity  in  my  heart.  The 
dealings  of  God  with  me  seemed  hard,  and  I  wished  that  there  was  no 
God  to  deal  with  me.  My  whole  heart  rose  against  him.  I  wished  I 
hqd  nevjer  been  born.  1  would  gladly  have  exchanged  situations  with 
the  meanest  brute.  I  felt  condemned  for  my  abuse  of  religious  privile¬ 
ges,  and  felt  that  it  would  have  been  better  for  me  if  I  had  been  a 
heathen.  I  was  convinced  that  I  ought  to  submit  to  God,  but  I  sup- 

rosed  if  I  did,  he  \^ould  certainly  condemn  me,  and  not  save  me. 

thought  that  if  I  knew  he  would  save  me,  I  would  submit  to  him 
at  any  time.  But  I  could  not  bear  to  submit  to  him,  while  1  was 
under  the  curse  of  his  law  and  subject  to.  his  dreadful  wrath.  Such 
were  my  views  and  feelings,  until,  as  I  believe,  in  the  month  of  April, 
I  saw  and  felt,  that  God  would  be  holy,  just  and  good  in  my  condemna¬ 
tion  and  destruction.  In  view  of  his  character  I  felt  willing  to  he  in 
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his  hands  without  knowing  what  he  would  do  with  me.  My  mind  was 
turned  from  myself.  In  view  of  God  I  was  relieved,  and  was  pleased 
and  rejoiced,  that  he  would  be  glorified  whatever  might  become  of  me. 
I  saw  and  knew  that  he  is  good  in  the  destruction  as  well  as  in  the  sal¬ 
vation  of  sinners.'  My  prayer  then  was,  that  God  would  save  me  for 
his  own  sake.  I  felt  ashamed  of  my  conduct .  in  being  so  much  con¬ 
cerned  about  myself  while  I  had  no  regard  to  the  glory  of  God.  In 
view  of  God  I  saw  my  own  vileness  and  abhorred  myself.  I  had  yet 
no  hope  that  1  should  be  saved  ;  nor  any  thought  that  1  had  experien¬ 
ced  a  saving  change.  1  appeared  more  sinful  and  hateful  to  '  myself 
than  ever  I  did  before.  *  My  mind  was  turned  about  this  time  to.  Jesus 
Christ,  and  to  the  way  of  salvation  through  him.  He  appeared  alto¬ 
gether  lovely  and  glorious  in  his  person,  in  his  conduct,  and  in  his 
death  for  sinners.  .  My  heart  seemed  turned  to  him  with  supreme  love, 
though  he  should  never  save  me.  My  mind  was  so  turned  from  my¬ 
self,  that  1  had  little  concern  or  thought  whether  I  had  become  a  Chris¬ 
tian  and  should  be  saved.  By  religious  conversation  I  was  led  to  think 
more  about  the  change  in  my  views  and  feelings  ;  and  for  a  number  of 
months  I  have  had  a  little  hope,  that  I  may  have  passed  from  death  un¬ 
to  life.  Religious  instruction  has  been  comforting  and  pleasing  to  me, 
I  was  particularly  pleased  with  a  sermon  on  these  words,  “  My  coun¬ 
sel  shall  stand,  and  I  will  do  all  my  pleasure.”  The  sovereign  pur¬ 
pose  and  pleasure  of  God  seem  to  be  the  support  and  joy  of  my  heart. 
I  am  sensible  that  I  ought  to  live  wholly  to  God,  and  not  to  myself. 
For  some  time  1  have  thought  of  making  a  public  profession  of  religion. 
And  it  now  appears  to  be  my  duty  to  offer  myself  before  God  and  this 
assembly  to  his  service,  and  to  the  fellowship  of  his  church  and  people. 
I  cannot  make  this  public  and  solemn  offer  of  myself  to  God  without 
fear  and  trembling  for  my  future  conduct  in  this  sinful,  changing,  and 
trying  world,  and  with  an  heart  that  is  deceitiiil  above  all  things  and 
desperately  wicked.  1  do  therefore  request  the  prayers  of  real  Chris¬ 
tians  to  God  for  me.  My  life,  at  longest,  must  be  short.  In  view  of 
life  and  death  and  all  things,  it  is,  if  1  do  not  deceive  myself,  my  com¬ 
fort  and  joy  that  God  in  sdl  things  will  be  glorified, 
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OBITUARY  OF  REV^  EDWARD  TOWNSHEND. 

,On  July  the  24th,  of  the  present  year,  died  the  Rev.  Edward  Town- 
shend,  thirty-three  years  Vicar  of  Bray,  Berks,  and  Rector  of  Henley- 
onrThames  thirty-ekht  years.  He  was  the  only  son  of  the  Honour¬ 
able  and  Reverend  Edward  Townshend,  Dean  of  Norwich,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Mary,  daughter  of  General  Price.  Being  deprived  of  his  father 
when  young,  he  was.  received  into  the  family  of  his  uncle,  the  Honour¬ 
able  and  Most  Reverend  Dr.  Cornwallis,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
with  whom  he  resided  till  he  went  to  college.  He  received  his  edu¬ 
cation  at  the  Charter-house,  whence  he  removed  ^o  Christ’s  College, 
Cambridge,  and  gained  a  Tancred  Scholarship.  The  extraordinary  el¬ 
egance  of  his  person  and  manners,  joined  to  his  high  connexions,  and 
a  naturally  amiable  and  engaging  character,  rendered  him  an  object  of 
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admiration,  or  regard,  or  envy,  according  to  the  diiSferent  dispositions^ 
of  those  with  whom  he  associated.  His  society  was  much  courted, 
and  he  had  not  only  a  large  acquaintance,  but  made  many  friends — 
friends  who  were  much  attached  to  him  to  the  end  of  his  life.  Yet 
with  all  these  outward  excellencies,  Mr.  Townshend  was  proud  and 
irritable.  He  could  seldom  bear  contradiction,  and  (as  he  has  often 
declared  to  the  writer  of  this  memoir)  was  “  vainly  puffed  up  by  his 
fleshly  mind”  to  seek  the  applause  of  men  far  more  than  the  favor  of 
God.  The  benefits  which  a  merciful  Creator  had  bestowed  upon  him 
only  rendered  him  the  more  thoughtless  of  the  Fountain  whence  they 
flowed,  and  the  Giver  was  forgotten  in  the  self-gratulation  caused  by 
the  possession  of  his  gifts.  In  the  midst,  however,  of  these  worldly 
distinctions  and  enjoyments,  it  pleased  God  to  bring  him  to  a  sense 
his  own  sinfulness  and  debasement,  and  to  show  him  that  all  his  natu¬ 
ral  advantages  were  of  no  value  except  as  used  to  promote  the  glory  of 
God.  This  was  not,  however,  accomplished  without  much  inward  op¬ 
position  ;  for  his  early  habits,  his  constitutional  propensities,  and  oth¬ 
er  circumstances,  all  conspired  to  render  the  conflict  arduous.  But 
the  power  of  Divine  Grace  at  len^h  triumphed  ;  and  those  Christian 
friends,  who  had  hitherto  regarded  him  with  affection  and  admiration 
for  his  many  attractive  qualifications,  had  now  the  delight  of  seeing 
whatever  was  amiable  in  his  character  brought  under  the  dominion  of 
xhristian  principle,  by  the  pervading  influence  of  which  he  was  now 
enabled  so  to  let  his  light  shine  that  God  was  glorified. 

It  was  in  the  year  1798  that  this  important  change  began  to  take 
place  in  his  religious  character  ;  and  it  is  the  more  observable  as  he 
appeared  to  want  no  earthly  good,  and  certainly  could  have  no  induce¬ 
ment  of  a  secular  kind,  but  quite  the  contrary,  to  take  up  his  cross  and 
“  follow  his  Redeemer.”  So  far  as  this  world  was  concerned,  ' he 
seemed  to  possess  every  thing  which  could  contribute  to  his  happiness, 
while  of  his  safety  with  respect  to  another  life  he  had  till  now  enter¬ 
tained  no  apprehension.  But  he  had  not,  till  this  period,  the  true 
knowledge  of  God ;”  he  was  ignorant  of  the  holy  and  spiritual  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  Divine  Law  ;  he  was  unacquainted  with  the .  peculiar 
blessings  of  the  Gospel  ;  and  to  use  his  own  expression  respecting  him¬ 
self,  he  was  “  a  blind  leader  of  the  Wind.”  He  confessed,  indeed, 
vaguely  that  he  was  a  sinner ;  but  he  saw  nothing  of  the  sinfulness  of 
sin,  or  of  its  deserts  in  the  sight  of  God  ;  and  altogether  he  needed  at 
certainly,  though  not  perhaps  as  obviously,  as  if  he  had  been  of  a  less 
amiable  and  engaging  character,  a  complete  renovation  of  heart  before 
.he  could  be  qualified  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  heavenly  world.  This 
change  was  very  gradual.  Mr.  Wilberforce’s  ^‘Practical  View  of 
Christianity”  appears  to  have  been  especially  useful  to  him  when  the 
subject  first  dawned  on  his  mind  :  but  there  w^  a  sentence  in  the  third 
chapter  of  that  work,  which,  for  a  long  time,  presented  peculiar  diffi¬ 
culty  to  his  apprehension.  Christianity”  says  Mr.  Wilberforce,  **  is 
^  a  scheme  for  reconciling  us  to  God  when  enemies^  and  for  making  the 
fruits  of  holiness  the  ^ectSy  and  not  the  cause^  of  our  being  justified 
and  reconciled.”  Mr.  Townshend  was  long  before  he  could  compre¬ 
hend  this  statement ;  till  at  length,  after  conversing  one  evening  fiilly 
and  earnestly  with  a  friend  on  the  point,  with  a  particular  reterence 
to  the  third  chapter  of  the  Romans,  he  obtained  a  clear  view  of  the 
scriptural  doctrine  of  justification  by  faith — a  view  which  he  never 
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ter  lost  sight  of.  He  frequently  spoke  of  that  evening  as  the  time 
from  which  he  dated  his  more  distinct  perception  of  what  he  called 
Evangelical  doctrines  ;  but  he  had  for  months  before  lived  under  their 
influence  by  the  teaching  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  for  whose  enlightening  as 
well  as  sanctifying  aid  he  was  daily  praying,  and  whose  promise,  that 
they  that  seek  shall  And,  was  fully  verified  in  his  experience. 

From  this  time  Mr.  Townshend  walked  closely  with  God,  growing 
in  grace  and  in  the  knowledge  of  his  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ, 
Nor  did  the  change  which  had  taken  place  in  his  religious  sentiments, 
fail  to  display  itself  in  his  conduct,  or  to  produce  in  him  the  distinguish* 
ing  and  appropriate  fruits  which  accompany  true  repentance  and  faith. 
He  speedily  renounced  many  worldly  pursuits,  in  which  he  had  for* 
merly  indulged.  He  was  no  longer  to  be  seen  in  those  resorts  of  fash¬ 
ionable  amusement,  in  which  he  had  previously  mingled  ;  but  an  at¬ 
tendance  on  which  he  now  felt  was  incompatible  with  the  nobler 
objects  of  his  high  avocations  as  a  Christian.  In  the  exercise  of  his 
ministerial  office,  the  change  in  his  character  was  especially  striking. 
‘‘  The  grace  of  God  was  seen,”  and  its  powerful  influence  over  his 
character,  displayed,  in  the  fervor  and  devotion  of  his  public  minis¬ 
trations  ;  in  the  deeper  anxiety  which  he  now  manifested  for  the  spir¬ 
itual  interests  of  his  flock  ;  in  the  additional  means  of  instruction  which 
he  labored  to  provide  for  their  welfare  ;  in  the  frequency  of  his  pas¬ 
toral  visits  among  them  ;  and  in  the  delight  which  he  felt  and  express¬ 
ed  whenever  any  of  them  seemed  to  profit  by  his  exertions  in  their 
behalf.  Nor  was  the  power  of  true  religion  less  conspicuous  in  the 
improvements  of  those  parts  of  his  character  which,  as  has  been  men¬ 
tioned,  were  naturally  the  most  faulty.  He  who  before  was  proud  be¬ 
came  deeply  abased  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  learned  to  think  more 
highly  of  others  than  of  himself.  He  whose  vanity  before  led  him  to 
court  the  admiration  of  his  fellow  creatures,  now  renounced  it  as  dan¬ 
gerous  to  his  soul’s  health.  He  who  was  formerly  ready  to  take  fire 
at  injuries  and  affronts,  now  received  them  with  an  exemplary  portion 
of  the  meekness  of  Him  who,  “  when  he  was  reviled,  reviled  not 
again.”  The  peculiar  features  of  his  renovated  character  were  hu¬ 
mility  and  charity,  in  the  large  acceptation  of  the  term  ;  while  that 
sincerity,  firmness,  and  integrity,  which  had  always  been  prominent 
features  in  his  character,  now  shone  with  a  still  steadier  and  brighter 
lustre,  being  derived  from  principles  and  motives  infinitely  above  the 
maxims  of  this  world,  or  the  su^estions  of  mere  natural  constitution  or 
artificid  refinement. 

In  his  creed,  Mr.  Townshend  was  a  genuine  member  of  the  Church 
of  England ;  a  minister  truly  attached  to  her  Articles  and  services,  and 
who  scrupulously  adhered  to  all  her  forms,  not  from  bigotry,  but  from 
a  sense  of  duty,  and  a  conviction  of  their  excellence  :  .yet  he  loved  all 
who  loved  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,,  and  never,  it  is  believed,  allowed 
himself  to  draw  invidious  comparisons.  Maintaining,  in  the  spirit  of 
meekness  and  candor,  his  own  preferences,  he"  allowed  the  full  rights 
of  conscience  to.  others,  whether  in  or  out  of  the  Establishment. 

The  doctrine  of  justification  6y/attha/on€,  he  held  to  be  the  great 
pillar  of  every,  true  church.  To  some  points  of  secondary  considera¬ 
tion,  respecting  which  much  difierenqe  of  opinion  exists,  he  assented 
just  so  as  he  thought  hesaw  them  in  the  Bible*  while  be  greatly  re¬ 
gretted  that  they  should  ever  be  so  maitUaintd^  or  so  oppoetdy  as  to  oc^ 
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casion  the  slightest  breach  of  Christian  charity.  Christ  crucified,  as 
the  foundation  of  all  our  dependence,  and  Christ,  in  his  various  offices, 
becoming  our  “  wisdom,  righteousness,  sanctification,  and  redemp¬ 
tion,”  constituted  the  subject  of  his  public  discourses  and  private 
teaching,  and  the  ground  of  all  his  own  hopes  and'  expectations.  He 
received  every  thing  at  the  hand  of  God,  as  the  gift  of  free  and  unmer¬ 
ited  grace  ;  and  he  went  on  from  strength  to  strength,  as  a  recipient  of 
that  grace,  till  he  was  removed  to  appear  before  his  God  in  the  heav¬ 
enly  Zion. 

•  For  several  years  previously  to  his  death,  he  found  his  strength  de¬ 
clining,  and  therefore  desired  constantly  to  keep  that  solemn  event  in 
view.  Man}'  quotations  from  his  letters  might  be  adduced  in  proof  of  . 
this;  but  one  may  suffice.  Writing  to  a  beloved  friend  and  relative, 
a  few  months  before  his  decease,  he  says,  “  We  rejoiced  to  hear  of 
your  sale  arrival,  through  the  blessing  of  God,  at  the  scene  of  all  your 
duties  and  your  joys.  May  your  heavenly  Father  long  continue  you  in 
the  full  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  one,  and  a  duly  chastised  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  the  other  !  Perhaps  my  mind  may  be  more  led  to  these 
prayers  in  behalf  of  others,  and  more  especially  of  those  I  love,  since 
it  seems  to  be  the  will  of  God  to  abridge  me  of  the  former ^  and  at  the 
same  time  to  forwarn  me  ol’  no  very  distant  dereliction  of  the  latter, 
God  in  his  mercy  grant  that  these  may  be  followed  by  a  full  fruition 
of  those  which  eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  &c.,  and  which 
shall  be  the  portion  of  all  who  are  his  by  faith  in  Jesus,  Christ. 
You  will  not,  1  trust,  refer  these  expressions  to  gloom,  or  the  melan¬ 
choly  effusion  of  accidental  depression  of  spirits.  No  :  these  have  no 
part  in  them.  I  have  long  been  sensible  of  a  gradual  dimunition  both 
of  mental  and  bodily  powers.  This  has  evidently  made  great  progress 
within  the  last  two  months  ;  and  an  interdict,  under  which  my  medical 
adviser  has  now  laid  me,  more  especially  from  preaching  and  almost  all 
proiessional  exertions,  confirms  me  in  the  persuasion,  that  my  Heaven¬ 
ly  Father  graciously  designs  by  these  visitations  to  put  me  on  the 
watch.  May  I  not  defeat  this  his  additional  goodness,  but  be,  if  possi¬ 
ble,  in  momentary  expectation  of  the  God  ol  my  salvation  I  This  calls 
for  your  hearty  Amen.” 

The  death-bed  of  this  excellent  man  was  a  scene  not  to  be  forgotten. 
It  verified  the  Scripture  assurance,  “  Thou  shalt  keep  him  in  perfect 
peace  whose  mind  is  stayed  on  Thee.”  He  remarked,  that  he  “  had 
not  a  ruffled  thought that  he  was  “  severed  from  every  earthly  tie,” 
(dear  as  many  were,  and  one  in  particular ;)  that  his  desire  was  to  de¬ 
part  and  be  with  Christ,  on  whose  full  salvation  all  his  present  hopes 
and  future  expectations  reposed.  He  displayed  an  entire  resignation 
of  himself  and  all  that  he  had,  into  the  hands  of  hi^  Heavenly  Father  ; 
exp ressing.such  views  of  his  own  sinfulness,  as  made  the  atonement  of 
Christ,  in  its  personal  application  to  himself,  infinitely  precious.  He 
strongly  felt  the  value  ol  the  Divine  promises  at  this  trying  period  ; 
and  remarked  i  “  1  have  often  studied  the  promises  of  God,  and  believ¬ 
ed  them,  and  knew  that  they  were  very  full ;  but  never  felt,  nor  could  I 
have  conceived,  the'full  effect  of  them  in  my  own  experience  till  now.” 
These  promises  were  truly  his  support  and  consolation.  The  power 
smd  grace  of  Christ  rested  on  him  :  his  faith  and  patience  were  never 
exhausted ;  and  his  peace  flowed  on  as  a  river”  to  the  last.  His  care 
Jfbr  the  souls  of  others,  and  his  desire  to  glorify  God,  became  increa- 
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singly  strong*  He  was  sensible  of  his  situation  to  the  final  moment  of 
his  earthly  existence^  and  closed  his  eyes,  doubtless,  with  a  hope  full 
of  immortality*”  W. 


MONTHLY  CONCERT. 

Intelligence  was  communicated,  at  the  Monthly  Concert  in  Park 
Street  Church,  Boston,  March  Ist,  from  the  Western  Indians;  from 
South  America  ;  and  from  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

There  is  unusual  seriousness  at  Willstown,  one  of  the  Cherokee 
stations.  Two  or  three  it  is  hoped  have  recently  become  subjects  of 
divine  grace,  and  several  are  anxious  to  secure  their  salvation. 

Mr.  Parvin  writes  from  South  America,  that  they  deposited  a  few 
Bibles  and  Testaments  in  the  only  book  store  of  importance  in  Buenos 
Ayres,  and  fixed  the  price  of  the  Bibles  at  $2,25  each.  The  Bibles 
were  all  sold  the  next  day  to  the  Ecclesiastics.  After  these  were 
sold,  the  Missionaries  furnished  the  bookseller  30  more,  for  which  he 
paid  them  sixty  dollars. 

The  Lancasterian  school. had  gone  into  operation,  but  it  is  inferred 
from  the  letter,  that  Mr.  Parvin  is  not  engaged  in  its  instruction.  He 
thinks,  however,  that  Protestants  may  be  hereafter  employed. 

From  the  Sandwich  Islands  letters  have  been  received,  extracts  of 
which  were  read  from  Rev.  Mr.  Richards,  Rev.  Mr.  Bingham,  and  Mr. 
Chamberlain.  It  will  be  recollected,  that  Mr.  Richards  and  Mr.  Cham 
berlaih  were  members  of  the  family  which  sailed  from  New-Haven,  in 
Nov.  1822.  No  intelligence  has,  till  now,  been  received,  of  the  safe 
arrival  of  this  family.  Several  parcels  of  letters  had  been  sent,  which 
are  not  yet  received,  and  the  Missionaries  refer  to  former  letters,  on 
supposition  that  the  intelligence  contained  in  them  is  familiar  to  their 
friends  in  America. 

Mr.  Richards  writes  under  date  of  Aug.  1823,  from  Nahinah,  on  the 
Island  of  Mowee,  that  they  had  established  a  new  station  on  that  Isl¬ 
and  ;  that  the  natives  had  furnished  them  houses  built  in  the  same  man¬ 
ner  as  their  own  ;  that  their  prospects  of  usefulness  were  such  as  to 
prevent  him  from  lamenting  for  a  moment  his  removal  from  his  native 
country ;  that  the  natives  make  them  many  presents,  and  seem  willing 
and  grateful  to  receive  instruction.  Mr.  Stewart  is  located  with  Mr. 
Richards,  at  this  station,  and  Mr.  Bingham  was  there  at  the  date  of  the 
letter.  Mr.  Bingham  assisted  in  the  dedication  of  a  place  of  worship, 
which  had  just  been  erected  by  the  Chiefs.  At  the  dedication,  Mr. 
Bingham  preached  in  the  native  language,  from  Gen.  xxviii.  17. — 

How  dreadful  is  this  place  !  This  it  none  other  but  the  house  of  God, 
and  this  is  the  gate  ofheaven,^^  '  ^ 

This  is  the  fourth  place  of  worship,  built  for  the  honor  of  Jehovah 
in  the  Sandwich  Islands,  since  the  first  Missionaries  from  America  ar¬ 
rived.  Another  is  building. 

_  Mr.  Chamberlain  writes  from  Hanaroorah,  that,  during  Mr.  Bing¬ 
ham’s  absence,'  public  worship  was  conducted  by  Popohe,  one  of  the 
native  youths  from  the  Society  Islands,  educated  in  the  school  at  Corn¬ 
wall  ;  that  the  house  of  God  was  filled  with  attentive  hearers  ;  and 
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that  the  people  did  not  appear  to  be  influenced  by  the  example  of  their 
chiefs  merely,  in  assembling  for  worship  on  the  Sabbath. 

During  Mr.  Bingham’s  visit  at  Mowee,  he  went  with  Mr.  Richards^, 
on  an  exploring  tour  to  different  parts  of  the  Island.  This  Island  is  24 
miles  N.  N.  W.  of  Owyhee,  about  140  miles  in  circumference,  contain¬ 
ing,  (according  to  Worcester’s  Gazetteer,)  65,000  inhabitants.  The 
soil  is  represented  by  Worcester  as  formed  only  of  decomposed  lava 
and  other  volcanic  matters.  Mr.  Bingham  represents  some  parts 
which  he  visited,  as  formed  only  of  sand,  which  is  continually  chang¬ 
ing  its  surface  in  the  wind.  The  houses  are  represented  by  Worcester 
as  covered  with  straw,  in  the  same  manner  as  those  of  the  poorest 
French  pedants.  With  this  representation,  that  of  the  Missionaries 
coincides,  and  in  houses  of  this  description  without  floors  or  windows^ 
the  Missionaries  and  their  families  at  Mowee  now  reside* 

B,  Recorder. 


From  Mr^  Pixhy*s  Journah 


OSAGE  MISSION. 

Could  we  look  on  people  of  different  colors,  different  habits,  and 
different  nations,  with  unprejudiced  feeling,  we  should  not,  probably, 
consider  them  as  we  do  now,  so  far  removed  from  us  as  not  to  possess 
the  same  temper,  nor  practice  in  the  same  way.  And  even,  with 
respect  to  different  religionists,  we  may,  by  examination,  find  some¬ 
thing  of  the  same  kind,  and  perhaps  light  upon  Christians,  Christian 
zeal,  and  Christian  conversation,  when  we.  had  little  expected  it.  I 
have  been  led  to  this  remark,  by  a  recent  conversation  with  a  Roman 
Catholic,  in  which  he  mentioned  a  rebuke  he  had  received  from  his 
Bishop  at  St.  Louis.  In  the  course  of  our  conversation  about  the 
importance  of  religion,  and  of  attending  to  it  immediately,  he  said,  **  I 
will  answer  you  as  I  once  did  our  Bishop,  who  was  speaking  to  me  on 
the  same  subject.”  “  Truly,  I  know”  said  I,  “religion  is  iin- 
portant.  I  do  not  reject  or  despise  it.  I  believe  the  Scriptures,  and 
have  been  baptized.”  “  But  why,  then,”  replied  the  Bishop,  “  do 
you  not  live  as  the  Scriptures  require,  and  according  to  your  belief?” 
“  Oh  !”  said  I,  “  this  1  intend  to  do  some  years  hence.  At  present,  I . 
must  attend  to  other  business.”  “  But,”  rejoined  the  Bishop,  “  you 
have  not  a  warrant  for  a  single  day.  You  may  die  to-morrow Now, 
what  ideas  of  religion  the  Bishop  may  have,  or  what  errors  he  may 
entertain,  I  know  not.  But  the  zeal  manifested,  in  thus  faithfully 
reproving  a  man  of  the  world,  certainly  argues  favorably,  let  the 
general  ceremonies  ,of  his  Church  be  what  they  may^  Were  we  tp 
acquire  a  better  knowledge  of  the  feelings  and  practises  of  others, 
instead  of  ascertaining  their  sectarian  notions  ;  were  we  to  exercise 
less  prejudice,  and  more  freedom  of  communication,  perhaps  we 
should  &id,  th^some  of  them,  at  least,  ^veworkert  togi^er  with 
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COMMENTARIES 


^  Isaiah  lix.  ' 15.  He  that  departeth  from  evil  maketh  himself  a 
prey.’^ — In  the  original  it  is,  is  accounted  a  fool  and  a  madman* 
Thus  Paul  says,  let  the  Christian  become  a  fool,  (in  the  world’s  es¬ 
teem,)  that  he  may  be  wise.”  And  the  Pagan  goremor  objected  to 
the  apostle,  that  much  learning  had  made  him  m^.”  See  1  Pet.  iv.  4. 
Prov.  xxix.  27,  Ex.  viii.  26.  '  ^ 

Job.  xxviii.  7.  “  A  path  which  the  vulture’s  eye  hath  not  seen.” 

'The  sight  of  the  vulture  is  proverbial,  but  be  it  remembered,  the  vul¬ 
ture  is  an  unclean  bird.  (See  Lev.  xi.  14.  Deut.  xiv.  13.)  The  inters 
pretation  I  take  to  be  this,  that  although  men  of  much  critical  discern¬ 
ment  may  effect  great  advances,  by  mere  dint  of  study,  into  the  derel- 
opement  of  the  doctrines  of  grace,  yet  so  long  as  they  continue  in  their 
natural  state,  there  will  ever  be  a  certain  essentid  something  to  be 
known  and  experienced,  which  such  cannot,  by  the  utmost  exe^on  of 
natural  abilities,  apprehend,  not  being  themselves,  according  to  the 
apostle,  apprehended  of  God* 


APHORISMS 


It  is  said  that  the  eagle  tries  her  young  ones,  by  turning  their  faces 
to  the  sun-beams. — So,  if  God’s  people  can  stand  the  dashing  tempta¬ 
tions  of  wealth  and  honor,  and  bear  the  heat  of  persecutbn,  they  are 
sincere. 

When  I  go  into  a  house,  and  see  bottles  of  medicine  standing  about, 
I  conclude  there  is  some  body  sick,  in  that  house  ;  if  I  see  cards, 
dice,  novels,  and  plays  lying  about,  I  conclude  there  k  some  soul  sick 
there. 


The  last  Boston  Recorder  gives  the  followiig  summary  account 
of  revivals  : 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  papers,  fr^m  September,  1822, 
to  September,  1823,  for  the  purpose  of  asceitaining  the  number  of 
revivals  reported  in  that  period,  results  have  bien  published,  by  which 
it  appears,  that  more  than  four  hundred  revivals,  in  which  the  number 
of  hopeful  converts  exceeded  27,000,  were  reported.  This  is,  proba- 
biy*  &  greater  number  of  revivals,  than  the  ^erican  churches  have 
known,  in  any  preceding  year*  IiAtbe  Presbyterian  church,  in  1815, 
there  were  only,  three  revivals.  I^om  this  small  number,  there  was 
a  regular  and  rapid  increase  till  the  last  year,  when  there  wete  ninety- 
eight.  We  have  not  the  ibeans^f  ascertaining,  that  there  has  been 
the  same,  or  a  similar,  progress  in  the  other  denominations.  But  we 
do  not  recollect,"  that  we  have  ever  before  been  cheered  with  the  in¬ 
telligence  of  so  many  *  hundred  revivals,  and  so  many  thousand  converts, 
in  a  single  year.  The  pVayer,  that  converts  msj  be  multiplied  as  the 
drops  of  morning  dew,  seems  to  be  answered. 


We  have  not  room  to  enumerate  all  the  places  where  Revivals  exist ; 
but  observe  that,  in  almost  every  State  in  the  Union,  the  people  ef 


12Q 


Poetry, 

God  have  occasion  to  hail,  with  joy  and  gratitude,  the  descent  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  In  the  east,  in  the  west,  in  the  north,  and  in  the  south, 
we  behold  the  mighty  hand  of  God,  employed  in  carrying  forward  his 
designs  of  mercy,  towards  this  ruined  world.  In  this  part  of  the 
vineyard,  which  has  been  more  signally  favored  with  the  divine  influ¬ 
ence,  than,  perhaps,  any  section  of  the  Globe,  it  is  a  painful  conside¬ 
ration,  that  Christians  appear  to  have  fallen  asleep,  and  to  have  '  for¬ 
gotten  the  Lord  that  bought  them.  Where,  O  Christian  Brethren! 
where  is  our  gratitude  ?  where  is  our  love  for  the  Saviour  that  died 
for  us  ?  and  where  our  concern  for  perishing  sinners  ?  do  we  not 
know,  have  we  not  experienced  the  Covenant  faithfulness  of  God  ? 
Has  he  ever  said  to  the  seed  of  Jacob,  seek  ye  me  in  vain  ? 


^  SELECTED  POETRY. 

iSo  us  to  number  our  days^  that  we  may  apply  our  hearts  unto 

wisdon,"^^  Psalms  xc.  12. 


Te  creatures  of  a  day !  can  you  rejoice 
That  all-important  Time  so  swiftly  flies  ? 

Ani  scorn  Reflection’s  monitory  voice, 

Tkat  calls,  that  warns,  that  woos  you  to  be  wise  ! 

For  e/er,  ye  departed  months,  adieu  ! 

Wh^  heart  that  knows  your  value  can  be  gay  ? 

That  bv  reflections  forc’d,  though  loth  to  view, 
How.^nimprov’d  the  hours  are  fled  away  ! 

Yet  oft  the  warning  voice  ^before  they  fled) 

Cry’d,  Seize  the  precious  minutes !  make  them  thine ! 
Ah  I  how  vilt  thou  account  for  so  much  waste 
Of  treasi^e,  lent  for  purposes  divine  I” 

Thy  voice,  heflection,  now  resolved,  I  hear ; 

To  thee,  th^  solemn  midnight  now  I  give  ! 

And  ask,  whiU  musing  on  the  finished  year. 

How  have  I  spent  my  time  ? — and  why  I  live  ? 

How  have  I  spent  my  time !” — Reflection,  say  : 

She  answers,  Wasted  many  a  precious  hour  ; 

And  thrown,  in  careless  indolence,  away  ‘ 

The  days,  which  claim’d  for  God,  each  active  power  !’■ 
Why  do  I  live  ?  “  Past  errors  to  deplore. 

And  humbly  at  my  Saviour’s  cross  to  bow  ; 

To  ask  his  aid,  and  all  his  grace  implore  : 

To  dedicate  to  him  the  present  Now.” 

Then  O,  my  Lord !  to  thy  atoning  blood 
For  pardon,  peace,  and  pow’r,  I  meekly  fly  ! 

Forgive  my  foUies  past ;  then,  O  my  God, 

Instruct  me  how  to  live,  and  how  to  die  ! 


To  Correspondents. — Two  communications  from  ‘‘  Philos”  havebeeh 
received,  and  are  under  consideration.  “  Sextus”  will  be  admitted. 
Several  other  communications  have  been  received. 


GLASTENBURY  TOMALE  ACADEMY. 

The  subscriber  wDuld  inform  the  young  Ladies  of  Glastenbury 
and  its  vicinity,  tliat  his  literary  and  scientific  school  will  be  re¬ 
commenced  on  the  third  Mondity  in  April.  Instruction, will  be 
given  in  any,  or  ail,  of  the  following  branches,  viz. :  English  Gram¬ 
mar,  Geography,  History,  Rhetoric,  Logic,  and  Composition ; 
Latin,  Greek  and  French  Languages  ;  Common  Arithmetic,  Al¬ 
gebra,  Euclid’s  Elements  of  Geometry,  Natural  Philosophy, 
Astronomy,  Chemistry,  Mineralogy  and  Botany. 

During  the  School,  a  course  of  Lectures  will  be  given  on 
Chemistry,  Mineralogy  and  Botany.  Young  ladies  who  wish  to 
acquire  a  knowledge  of  these  useful,  as  well  as  pleasing  and  very 
fashionable  sciences,  while,  at  the  same  time,  they  receive  instruc¬ 
tion  in  the  other  studies,  which  are  deemed  more  indispensable, 
shall  receive  every  necessary  attention,  as  the  proprietor  is  deter¬ 
mined  to  make  every  possible  exertion,  to  reuder  the  school,  not 
merely  popular,  but  useful. 

Tuition,  ^4  a  quarter.  Boarding  may  be  obtained  in  good  fam¬ 
ilies,  and  on  reasonable  terms. 

C.  BURGE. 

Glastenbury^  March  16,  1824. 


CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  EVANGELIST. 

Tbe  work  will  be  issued  in  monthly  numbers,  each  number 
containing  40  pages  octavo ;  and  will  be  printed  on  good  p^t, 

with  new  type.  ^  -  •  , ,  ’ 

The  price  of  the  work  will  be  p  00  a  year,  payable  on  the 
delivery  of  the  sixth  number.  Those  who  pay  on  the  delivery  of 
the  first  .or  second  number,  the  price  will  be  75. 

Those  who  procure  six  subscribers,  and  become  responsible  for 
the  payment  of " the  same,  shall  receive  the  seventh  copy  as  a 

compensation.  -  ,  ...  ..  -n  .  • 

It  is  expected,  that  all  communications  with  the  editor,  wiU  be 

post  paid,  excepting  such  as  write  for  the  work. 

No  subscriptions  will  be  taken  for  a  less  term  than  one  year  ^ 
and,  if  notice  of  discontinuance  is  not  given  before  the  issuing  of 
the  last  number  in  the  year,  the  subserfterB  will.be  considered  as 
holden  for  the  succeeding  year. 

The  Evangelist  will  be  published  on  the  third  Saturday  of  eve¬ 
ry  month,  at  the  Mirror  Otfice,  corner  of  Asylum  and  Main  sti^etB , 
where  all  orders  will  be  promptly  answered. 


